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Preface 


TO THE HINDI EDITION 


This book of guotations, entitled A Collection of Scriptural Proof 
Establishing that Šrī Caitanya Mabāprabbu is Svayam Bhagavan, the 
Original Form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is being presented 
to the reader by virtue of the causeless mercy and inspiration of my most 
worshipable spiritual master, om visnupdda astottara-šata Šrī Šrīla Bhakti 
Prajūāna Ke$ava Gosvami Maharaja. In the case of discerning bhagavat- 
tattva and the truth about the Lord's incarnations, only two kinds of 
evidence are acceptable. The first kind is evidence extracted from the 
bona-fide scriptures and the second is taken from the realization of 
great devotees, mahā-bhāgavatas, who are expert in the philosophical 
conclusions of the Vedic scriptures, and who have direct experience of 
the Absolute Truth, param-brahma. This book is a limited collection of 
both kinds of evidence. 

According to the statement of the Vedas, raso vai sab, the Absolute 
Truth, param-brabma, is the embodiment of rasa (rasa-svarūpa). The 
king of rasikas relishes rasa in two forms: as the object of love (visaya) 
and as the reservoir of love (afraya). In truth, it is in these two forms that 
rasa can be relished to the greatest extent, i.e. as the taster of rasa and as 
that which is tasted. When the Lord tastes rasa as the object of prema, 
or love (visaya), He is Vrajendra-nandana Syàmasundara, Gopi-jana- 
vallabha Šrī Krsņa (the beloved of the gopis), whilst when tasting rasa as 
the reservoir of love (asraya), that same Lord is Sacinandana Gaurahari, 
Šrī Krsņa Caitanya Mahāprabhu. In order to relish the rasa of āsraya- 
vigraba, rasika-šekhara Šrī Krsna adopted the mood and complexion of 
Šrīmatī Radhika, who is the original aéraya-vigraba and the embodiment 
of mabā-bhāva. Thus He appeared in the form of Šri Gaurasundara, or 
Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. 

Based on the verse, channab kalau (Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.9.38), the 
Lord appears in Kali-yuga in a hidden form. The word channah comes 
from the verbal root chad and means ‘concealed’. This signifies that 
in Kali-yuga, Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna comes concealed under the 
golden complexion of Srimati Radhika to relish the rasa of the asraya- 
vigraba. That concealed form of the Supreme Lord is svayarh-avātarī 
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Šrī Gauranga Mahāprabhu, the source of all incarnations, who is the 
principle object of worship in Kali-yuga. 

The verse krsna-varnam tvisākrsnam (Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.5.32) 
establishes Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu as the sole object of worship in 
Kali-yuga. It depicts that He is singing the names of Krsna (krsna- 
varnam), His complexion is golden (tvisakrsnam), and that the method for 
worshipping Him is the sacrifice (yajfia) of the congregational chanting 
of the holy names of Krsna (harindma-sankirtana). This book provides 
complete explanations of the above verses. 

One of the main, distinguishing qualities of Svayam Bhagavan is 
that all other forms of the Lord are present in Him. Sri Krsna and Sri 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu alone possess this quality; even Sri Narayana, the 
Lord of Vaikuntha, and Sri Vasudeva, the king of Dvaraka, do not. On 
various occasions, devotees witnessed Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu manifest 
different forms of the Lord, just as Sri Krsna had done. Another important 
quality distinguishing Svayam Bhagavan from other incarnations is His 
ability to distribute prema. Apart from Svayam Bhagavan Sri Krsna, no 
other form of the Lord distributes prema. This is stated in Srila Вара 
Gosvāmīs philosophical treatise Sri Laghu-Bhagavatamrta (5.37): 


krsnād anyab ko và latāsv api premado bhavati 


There may be many all-auspicious incarnations of the Supreme 
Person, but who other than Lord Šrī Krsna can bestow love of God 
upon the surrendered souls? 


This definitive statement gives rise to the conclusion that Šrī 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu is Krsna Himself. He distributed that love of God 
which is rarely attained by even Lord Brahma. He not only granted it 
to His devotees but also to the forest creatures as He made His way to 
Vrndāvana, and to great sinners such as Jagai and Madhai. Therefore, 
the Lord's eternal associate, Šrīla Rüpa Gosvāmī, who is completely 
endowed with all scriptural knowledge, glorified Him as the crest jewel 
of those great personalities able to bestow krsna-prema, namely Šrī Krsna 
Himself: 


пато mabà-vádanyáya krsna-prema-pradàya te 
krsnāya krsna-caitanya-námne gaura-tvise namah 


I offer my respectful obeisances unto Lord Šrī Krsna who appears 
with a golden complexion and is called Sri Krsna Caitanya. In this 
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form, He is more magnanimous than any other incarnation (avatāra), 
even Krsna Himself, because He freely distributes what has not been 
given for a long time — pure love of Krsna. 


Many pure devotees, or mabà-bbagavatas, have realized Šri Caitanya 
as $ri Nanda-nandana within their hearts, and directly observed this to 
be so with their own eyes. Thus they came to conclude that $ri Krsna 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu is Svayam Bhagavān Šrī Krsna Himself. Such 
knowledgeable, scholarly persons as Šrī Svarüpa Dāmodara, Šrī Raya 
Rāmānanda, Šrī Rūpa, Šrī Sanātana, Šrī Jīva, Šrī Raghunātha dāsa and the 
other Gosvāmīs, as well as Šrī Prabodhānanda Sarasvatī, Šrī Vrndāvana 
dasa Thākura and Sri Krsņadāsa Kavirāja, all had direct experience of Šrī 
Krsņa Caitanya Mahāprabhu being the Supreme Lord, who is beyond 
this material world. They were eminent scholars, conversant in all of 
the scriptures, fully renounced, possessed of eguanimity and highly 
expert in the science of rasa. The words and realizations of such maba- 
bbágavatas can never be denied, nor can the definitive conclusions of such 
all-conquering, celebrated scholars as Šrī Sārvabhauma Bhattācārya, Šrī 
Prakāšānanda Sarasvati and Kešava Kasmiri, ever be doubted. 

The scriptures, being free from the defects of error, delusion, imperfect 
sense perception and the propensity to cheat, serve as the root of all 
evidence in explaining bhagavat-tattva. The Šruti, Smrti, Upanisads, 
Samhitàs and Puranas, like the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the Mahabharata and 
other scriptures, contain plentiful evidence that Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, 
the purifier of the age of Kali, is Svayam Bhagavan, the source of all 
incarnations. However, because this scriptural evidence was scattered, I 
recognized there to be a great need for compiling it into a small book. 

In 1952, my most revered spiritual master om visnupáda astottara- 
sata Sri Srila Bhakti Prajūāna Kesava Gosvāmī Maharaja was preaching 
Šrīman Mahaprabhu’s message of prema very strongly in the Indian state 
of Assam. He was accompanied by about twenty or twenty-five sannyāsīs 
and brabmacārīs. In a spacious dbarmašālā (residence for pilgrims) located 
in the village of Bamsabari, Srila Gurudeva gave a very powerful talk 
establishing the teachings of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His divine 
identity as Svayam Bhagavan. Some opponents in the audience demanded 
scriptural evidence of these claims, and about twenty-five important 
verses were immediately cited in reply to their challenge. This completely 
silenced them. At the time, I wrote those verses down, and in my heart 
the desire arose to publish them as a collection. 
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Soon after this incident, my godbrother parivrajakācārya tridandi- 
svāmī Šrī Srimad Bhaktivedānta Vàmana Gosvàmi Maharaja published 
a book in the Bengali language, which contained about forty verses, 
proving Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu's svayam-bhagavatta (Godhead). Then 
in November 1970, the great poet Šrī Vanamālī Sastri, who bears the 
title kavya-vedanta-tirtha [literally one whose poetic works mirror 
the Vedantic philosophy], gave me his translation of a more complete 
collection of scriptural evidence, compiled by Sripada Purusottama dasa, 
a resident of Vrndavana and disciple of jagad-guru om visnupida Šri Srila 
Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati. I am especially grateful to these two devotees. 
Furthermore, the pramüna-kbanda section of Srila Bhaktivinoda 
Thakura’s Šrī Navadvipa-dhama-mahatmya, printed in Bengali by our 
most worshipful spiritual master om visnupada Srila Bhakti Prajūāna 
Kesava Gosvami Maharaja, has also been of great help. References were 
taken from these three books in making this new presentation. 

The new book was first printed in Sri Bbāgavata-patrikā magazine in 
installments (sixteenth year, journals seven to ten) and was published as 
a separate book in 1972. The third edition has now been printed, as all 
copies had sold out, and at the request of sincere devotees and venerated 
vaisnavas. 

This insignificant effort of mine is intended for the pleasure of my 
worshipful Srila Gurupada-padma and the vaisnavas. My only desire is 
that the revered readers shower blessings upon me as they read this book. 


The appearance day of Šrī Visņu-priya, 1981 
Begging for the mercy of Sri Guru-Vaisnava, 
Tridaņdi-bhiksu, 


Srī Bhaktivedānta Nārāyaņa 


nitya-lila-pravista om visnupáda 
SRI SRIMAD 
BHAKTIVEDANTA NARAYANA 
GOSVAMI MAHARAJA 


nitya-līlā-pravista om visņupāda 
SRI SRĪMAD 
BHAKTIVEDANTA VAMANA 
GOSVAMI MAHARAJA 
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nitya-lila-pravista om visnupáda 
SRI SRIMAD 
BHAKTIVEDANTA SVAMI 
MAHĀRĀJA 


nitya-lila-pravista om visņupāda 
SRI SRIMAD 
BHAKTI PRAJNANA KESAVA 
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nitya-līlā-pravista om visnupada 
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sri krsna caitanya prabhu nityānanda 
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Introduction 


To whom is Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu unknown? He has inundated 
the whole world with pure love for the Supreme Lord and inaugurated 
the congregational chanting of the Lord's holy names! By His causeless 
mercy alone, the sweet sound of krsna-ndma-sankirtana presently echoes, 
not only in Bengal or India, but throughout all the corners of the world. 
Nowadays, Western countries are immersed in sense gratification. 
Nevertheless, many young, educated, Western men and women are 
totally abandoning all sense of shame and adopting the Vedic standard 
of proper behavior. They have become absorbed in singing Sri Krsna’s 
names with great devotion, while playing mrdanga and karatālas in every 
house, street and town. Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu predicted more than 
500 years ago that His name would be spread throughout the world. 


prthivite ache jata nagarādi grama 
sarvatra pracāra baibe mora nāma 


(Sri Caitanya-bbāgavata, Antya-lili 4.126) 


In every town and village on this earth, the glories of my name will 


be chanted. 


Accepting the mood and complexion of Šrīmatī Rādhikā, Vrajendra- 
nandana Šrī Krsņa appeared as Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. Elaborate 
evidence is given in the Vedas, Purāņas, Upanisads, Mahābhārata and 
other scriptures written by great saintly personalities, of Šrī Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu’s position as the Supreme Lord. One premi-bbakta 
has explained very beautifully and simply why it is that $ri Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu descended to this material world: 


bhava ràdbikà mādhurī, āsvādana sukha kaj 
jayati krsna-caitanya jaya, kali prakate brajarāj 


All glories to Šrī Krsna-Caitanya, who blissfully relishes the 
sweetness of Šrimati Rādhikās loving sentiments. All glories to 
Vrajarāja Krsna, who appears as Šrī Krsna-Caitanya Mahāprabhu in 
the age of Kali. 


Šrī Caitanya Mabaprabbu Is Svayam Bhagavan 


In addition to evidence from the scriptures, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s 
contemporaries, all greatly learned and fully liberated saintly personalities, 
describe Him in their writings and prayers — and from their own direct 
experience — as Svayam Bhagavan, the original form of the Supreme 
Personality of Godhead. Among them, Šrī Sārvabhauma Bhattacarya; 
Šrī Svarūpa Dāmodara; Šrī Rāya Rāmānanda; the six Gosvāmīs: Šrī 
Rūpa, Šrī Sanātana, Sri Raghunātha dasa, Sri Raghunatha Bhatta, Sri 
Jīva and Šrī Gopāla Bhatta; Šrī Vitthalesvara Ācārya; Šrī Prabodhānanda 
Sarasvatī; Šrī Kavi Karnapüra; Šrī Vrndāvana dāsa Thākura; and Šrī 
Krsņadāsa Kavirāja, are especially notable. 

Some people regard Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu as a devotee, some as 
a pure devotee (premi-bhakta) or as some great personality, while others 
consider Him an āveša-avatāra (an individual empowered by the Lord), 
a partial incarnation or another type of incarnation. Not wishing to 
contradict these beliefs, it nonetheless remains necessary to present the 
truth in full for the benefit of the whole world. Therefore, a wide range 
of evidence has been collected, both from various scriptures, and from 
the writings of eminent and learned personalities. 


A Brief History of Šriman Mahāprabhu 


The Supreme Lord, Svayam Bhagavān Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, 
appeared in Bengal on the bank of the river Bhāgīrathī (Ganges), whose 
water is pure and transcendental. This event took place on a Saturday 
evening, in the year 1486 A.D. according to the Christian calendar, 
and the year 1542 according to the Hindu calendar. He appeared in the 
lunar month of Phālgunī (February/March), in Šrī Māyāpura, within 
the Holy abode of Šrī Dhāma Navadvīpa, in the district of Nadiyā. There 
was a lunar eclipse at the time of His birth and the whole town was 
reverberating with the sweet sound of the congregational chanting of the 
Holy names (barināma-saūkīrtana). 

The Lord's father was the learned Šrī Jagannātha Mišra and His 
mother was Srimati Šacī-devī. The newborn baby's maternal grandfather, 
Šrī Nilāmbara Cakravarti, was a famous astrologer. After examining the 
auspicious position of Leo in the infant's natal horoscope, he concluded 
that the boy showed all the signs of an extraordinary personality (maba- 
purusa), and that he possessed the power to maintain the entire universe; 
He thus named the child Visvambhara. The parents and neighbors of 
the newborn baby lovingly addressed Him as Gaurasūndara, Gauranga, 
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Gaurahari and $ri Sacinandana, but generally during His childhood He 
was known by the name Nimai. 

Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu inundated the land of Gauda [Bengal] with 
immense bliss: He did so in His childhood, with His restless behaviour 
and completely astonishing, super-human pastimes; in His boyhood, 
with His enchanting student life; and in His youth, after marrying 
according to scriptural injunctions, with His exemplary household life 
and preaching of bhakti. 

Subsequently, He visited the holy place of Gaya, where He received 
initiation into the ten-syllable gopāla-mantra from Sri Īsvara Puri, a 
disciple of Šrī Mādhavendra Puri in the Šri Brahma-Madhva sampradiya. 
Thus He demonstrated to the souls of this world the real necessity of 
accepting the shelter of the lotus feet of a bona-fide spiritual master (sat- 
guru), who possesses all the qualities described in the scriptures. Upon 
His return from Gaya, by singing the names of Šrī Hari in the company 
of devotees and issuing forth a river of bhakti, He flooded the land of 
Gauda with a deluge of pure love of God (prema). 

At the age of twenty-four, Šri Gaurāiga accepted the renounced order 
of life, sannyāsa, from Šri Kešava Bharati. He traveled around India for six 
years, distributing the gift of prema for the holy names to millions of living 
beings, thus making their lives successful. Next He visited Sri Vrndavana 
(in Northern India), and then stayed for eighteen years continuously in Sri 
Jagannatha Puri [on the Bay of Bengal], submerging India under torrents 
of krsna-prema. Moreover, into the hearts of His eternal associates: 
Šrī Svarüpa Dāmodara, Sri Raya Rāmānanda, Sri Prabodhānanda 
Sarasvati, Sri Кара, Šrī Sanātana, Šrī Raghunātha dāsa, Šrī Raghunātha 
Bhatta, Šrī Gopāla Bhatta, Šrī Jīva and Šrī Kavi Karņapūra Prabhu, He 
invested His own divine power. Through these associates, all of whom 
were nourished by the Lord's immaculate bbakti-rasa, He manifested 
extensive scriptures. Šri Gaurāūga-deva Himself educated qualified jīvas 
in bbakti by His composition of Sri Šiksāstaka, a collection of instructions 
incorporating every philosophical conclusion of bhakti. He would often 
relish the nectar of Šrī Siksástaka's deep meanings in the confidential 
company of Šrī Svarüpa Dāmodara and Rāya Rāmānanda, His internal 
associates. This subject is discussed in Šrī Caitanya-caritāmrta and other 
scriptures. 

On the one hand, Svayam Bhagavan Sri Gauranga-deva instructed 
dutiful grbastbas through His exemplary household life filled with bhakti, 
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and on the other hand He set a perfect example for all those in the 
renounced order of life by His ideal sannyāsa pastimes, in which He fully 
tasted the highest bhakti-rasa. 

Sri Caitanya-caritāmrta and other authentic scriptures describe some 
of the superhuman pastimes of Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu that indicate 
His position as Svayam Bhagavān. This scriptural evidence will now be 
presented to the reader. 


The Supernatural Pastimes of 
Šrī Caitanya Mahaprabhu that Illuminate 
His Identity as Svayam Bhagavan 


(1) 
Little Nimāī was now crawling on His hands and knees, and His parents, 
Šrī Jagannātha Mišra and Šrī Šacī-devī, were much delighted by His 
childhood pastimes. One evening, they received a visit from a pilgrim, 
devotee brabmana, who was touring all of India's holy places. Devotedly, 
the Misras cleaned and stocked the entire kitchen and placed it at their 
guests disposal. The brabmana prepared an offering of foodstuffs, and 
following all of the prescribed scriptural regulations, he offered it to his 
worshipable deity, Šrī Bāla-gopāla, the infant form of Šrī Krsņa (whilst 
meditating upon Him). Meanwhile, a noise startled the guest. He opened 
his eyes and noticed the child Nimāī joyfully devouring the offering. The 
brábmana then cried out, “Alas! Alas!” [as the food was now considered 
polluted, and thus unfit to be offered to his deity]. Having seen what had 
happened, Nimai's parents became very upset and repeatedly requested 
the brahmana to cook once more. Finally, he agreed. As if from nowhere, 
the restless Nimāī again appeared and contaminated another offering, 
at which the brābmaņa lamented loudly. His pious parents were once 
again put into great distress. It was very late at night, but due to the 
repeated insistence of Nimai's elder brother, Vi$varüpa, the brabmana 
cooked and offered food for a third time. On this occasion, baby Nimai 
had been locked in a neighbour's house. Yet what a wonder! As soon as 
the brābmaņa closed his eyes to chant the gopāla-mantra and offer the 
preparations to the Lord, Nimai came in laughing, reached His hand 
to the plate and relished those preparations. The brabmana stood up 
and lamented anew, whereupon Nimai suddenly revealed His four-armed 
form, with conchshell, disk, club and lotus in His hands. Then the 
brākmaņa beheld Him as the sublimely beautiful, two-handed form as 
the child Krsņa, Šrī Bala-gopala, holding butter in one hand and eating it 
with the other. Upon seeing His worshipable Lord, the greatly fortunate 
brabmana’s voice choked with loving emotions, as he experienced the 
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bliss of prema. The Supreme Lord ordered that the brabmana keep this 
pastime secret and then disappeared. Immersed in thoughts of this form 
of the Lord, with great love the brahmana honored the maba-prasáda and 
considered his life completely successful. 


(2) 
The learned scholars of Navadvipa were extremely worried because Kesava 
Kasmiri, the digvijayi-pandita (literally: ‘a scholar who has defeated 
everyone in all ten directions’), had arrived with great fanfare. He was 
surrounded by thousands of horses, elephants and disciples; moreover, 
the whole town was talking about him. 

As the full moon arose in the East, extending its cooling rays, 
the splendid, youthful scholar Nimai Pandita sat upon the charming 
bank of the River Ganges, teaching His young students. By the will of 
Providence, the digvijayi-pandita came right to that very place. He saw 
the young boys studying and sat down to speak with them. 

“What is your name?” he asked Nimai Pandita. “What are you studying?” 

“This is our Nimai Pandita,” one of the nearby students replied. 

The digvijayi-pandita had heard about Nimai before. He comprehended 
the vast intelligence of the young scholar and was somewhat frightened. 
Nimai quickly redirected the conversation and requested the famous 
scholar to glorify the River Ganges, who destroys all sins. The digvijayi- 
pandita immediately composed one hundred original, excellent and 
highly poetic verses, and recited them in such a sweet voice that the 
students were left stunned and speechless. Only by means of the mercy 
of Sri Sarasvati (the Goddess of learning) could such extraordinary 
erudition have been possible. 

Having thus established his genius, the digvijayi-pandita glanced 
proudly towards the assembly of students. Then something astonishing 
happened. Although the scholar had composed and recited these verses 
with the speed of the wind, Nimai Pandita then repeated one of them 
and asked permission to point out its merits and shortcomings. 

Although most astonished inside, the digvijayi-pandita said with 
outward composure, “There can be only merits in the poetry of a 
digvijayi-pandita.” He immediately delineated five virtues of the verse. 

Nimai Pandita silenced him by mentioning five further merits along 
with five principle defects of the verse, which He stated, was in fact 


riddled with faults. 
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The genius of the digvijayi-pandita was defamed. Feeling like an 
anguished merchant who has lost all his wealth, he departed for his 
house in shame. There he meditated on his worshipable deity Sarasvati, 
wanting to understand the reason behind his unexpected defeat. 

Sarasvati-devi, the Godess of learning, appeared before him and 
said, "Today you have attained the true result of worshipping me. Nimai 
Pandita is not an ordinary boy; He is my husband, Bhagavān Šrī Krsna 
Himself. At once you should surrender yourself at His lotus feet." 

Early the following morning, the digvijayī-pandita fell like a stick at 
the lotus feet of Nimāī Pandita and begged for His forgiveness. This was 
the proper course of action; for the acquisition of knowledge only has 
value if it should culminate in such surrender at the lotus feet of the 
Supreme Lord. 


(3) 


The best of devotees, Šrivisa Pandita, was at home worshipping Šrī 
Nrsimha Bhagavān. Meanwhile, Šrī Šacīnandana Gaurahari arrived 
there and began repeatedly calling out to Šrīvāsa by name. When Šrīvāsa 
Pandita looked about, he became stunned in amazement to see Šrī 
Sacinandana Gaurahari manifesting His divine form as the half man, 
half lion incarnation of Nrsimha, holding a conchshell, disk, club and 
lotus in His four hands. The Pandita was overwhelmed with prema. He 
performed puja and prayed to the Lord with nrsiriba-mantras and other 
hymns. The Supreme Lord was satisfied by Šrīvāsa Pandita's worship and 
prayers, and He offered him benedictions. With laughter, He then took 
the form of Vigvambhara Sri Sacinandana once more. Srivasa Pandita fell 
at the Lord's lotus feet and began to roll upon the ground in ecstasy. 


(4) 


The Muslim government of Gauda-desa strictly prohibited the 
congregational chanting of the holy names (sarikirtana). Terrible fear 
spread everywhere and it afflicted the devotees’ hearts. Sri Sacinandana 
Gaurahari perfectly understood their mental condition. 

One day the devotees were discussing the pastimes of Varāha-deva, 
the boar incarnation of the Lord, as described in the Srīmad-Bbāgavatam. 
It happened that Sri Gaurahari overheard them and became absorbed 
in the mood of Sri Varaha. He entered the house of Sri Murari Gupta 
roaring and manifested the four-handed form of Varaha-deva. Thus 
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freeing His devotees from all fear, He ordered them to start the chanting 
of the Holy names (sankirtana). Murāri Gupta was able to satisfy Him 
with offerings of worship and prayers. After this incident, the devotees 
performed harindma-sankirtana loudly without fear. 


(5) 


Together with other devotees, Šrīman Mahāprabhu and Sri Nityānanda 
Prabhu assembled in the house of Srivasa Pandita on the day of Vyāsa- 
pürnima. They sang harindma-sankirtana with sweet, gentle voices. 
Upon Sriman Mahiprabhus order, Šrivisa Pandita took the role of 
priest for the worship of Šrī Vyāsa-deva. He first put the ingredients 
for worship, such as flowers, flower garlands, sandalwood paste and 
other paraphernalia, into the hands of Šrīpāda Nityānanda, to be 
offered to Vyasa. Absorbed in devotional ecstacy, Sri Nityananda Prabhu 
stood silent and motionless, but then suddenly placed the garland and 
sandalwood paste upon Sriman Mahāprabhu, who was seated nearby. 
Precisely at that moment, Sriman Mahaprabhu manifested His sad-bhuja 
form, with a conchshell, a disk, a club, a lotus, a plough and another 
club in His six hands. Seeing that form, Sri Nityānanda Prabhu became 
overwhelmed by a powerful wave of prema and fell unconscious onto the 
ground. Sriman Mahāprabhu then concealed His six-armed form and 
brought Sri Nityānanda back to consciousness by the gentle touch of 
His lotus hand. As the devotees beheld this extraordinary pastime, they 
became immersed in transcendental love. They circumambulated their 
Lordships Sri Gauraūga and Nityānanda, performed kīrtana, and danced 
with unprecedented devotional sentiments. 


(6) 
Once, in the house of Šrīvāsa Pandita, Sri Gauranga Mahāprabhu 
exhibited the mood of Bhagavan for twenty-one hours and gave special 
benedictions to certain devotees. He called for Sridhara to be brought to 
Him. Sridhara, a poor vegetable seller, lived on the border of Navadvipa in 
a broken, thatched hut, and performed sankirtana loudly throughout the 
entire night. In His youth, Sriman Mahaprabhu would lovingly quarrel 
and bargain with Sridhara for banana leaves, banana flowers and thora 
(the tender core in the middle of a banana sapling). He took some of these 
vegetables home each day and cooked them. Then He would offer the 
preparations to Bhagavan and afterwards savor them very affectionately. 
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As soon as He saw Šrīdhara, $riman Mahāprabhu became jubilant and 
revealed to him His astonishing, divine form of Šyāmasundara Madana- 
mohana Sri Krsna. He was holding a flute enchantingly to His lips and 
Šrī Balarāma was standing to His right, while Brahmā, Šiva, Sanat- 
kumara, Narada and Sukadeva Gosvāmī offered various prayers to Him. 
Overwhelmed with prema, Šrīdhara lost consciousness and fell to the 
ground. 


(7) 


That same day, Sriman Mahaprabhu manifested His form as Šri 
Rāmacandra, before the great devotee of Lord Rāma, $ri Murāri Gupta. 
There He stood, with His enchantingly dark complexion resembling 
fresh durbā grass, accompanied by Srimati Sita-devi and Šri Laksmana. 


(8) 
One day, Šrī Ādvaita Ācārya was dancing in the courtyard of Šrīvāsa 
Paņdita, absorbed in the moods of the gopīs of Vraja. His dancing could 
not be stopped by any means. The devotees managed to pacify him with 
great difficulty, but still he remained deeply absorbed in devotional 
sentiments. Pained by intense separation from Krsņa, he called out, “О 
Krsna! O Krsna!” and rolled on the ground, crying bitterly. 

As the Supersoul in everyone's heart, Sriman Mahāprabhu knew 
about $ri Advaita's condition and He went immediately to the house of 
Šrīvāsa Thākura. He asked Šrī Advaita, "O Ācārya! What do you want?" 

Advaita Ācārya entreated the Lord, “I long to see that universal form, 
which Šrī Krsna revealed to Arjuna." 

The moment that those words were uttered, Gauranga Mahāprabhu 
manifested His giant and terrifying universal form, before the astounded 
Advaita Ācārya. Arjuna had once prayed with folded hands, in the 
midst of the two armies on the battlefield of Kuruksetra, to that same 
extraordinary, universal form to which Ādvaita Ācārya now also offered 
prayers and hymns in amazement. At that very instant, Šrī Nityānanda 
Prabhu arrived, and upon seeing the universal form, He closed His eyes 
and fell to the ground like a stick. 


(9) 


Šrī Krsņa Caitanya Mahāprabhu, endowed with the sentiments and 
the complexion of Šrī Rādhā, accepted the renounced order of sannyāsa 
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in the village of Katava (Katwa). Eager to meet with Krsna, He cried 
sorrowfully, ^O Krsna! O My beloved Krsna!" In this woeful condition 
He reached Sri Jagannātha Puri. Seeing Šrī Jagannātha in the temple, He 
exclaimed, "Now I have attained the Lord of My life," and He rushed to 
embrace Him, but midway fell to the floor unconscious. 

The unrivalled scholar and religious advisor to the King, Sarvabhauma 
Bhattācārya, happened to be nearby. He was utterly amazed to see the 
suddīpta-asta-sāttvika bhāvas, (the combined presence of all eight ecstatic 
symptoms of pure love of God, manifest in a fully blazing state), along 
with further types of exalted devotional sentiments, manifest in the 
body of Mahāprabhu. 

He thought to himself, ^I am witnessing, in the form of these ecstatic 
transformations (asta-sāttvika bhāvas) within the body of this personality, 
the ultimate manifestation of prema; yet I know that these symptoms 
could never occur in the body of an ordinary human being. Therefore, 
he must be some extraordinary personality (maba-purusa)-" 

Contemplating thus, the Bhattācārya ordered his servants to carry 
the unconscious sannyāsī to his house. Some time later, Sri Caitanya 
regained consciousness and Sarvabhauma Bhattācārya happily heard the 
history of the young sannyāsī from his brother-in-law, Gopinatha Misra. 

After several days, Sarvabhauma Bhattācārya began teaching the 
Vedānta-sūtra to the young sannyāsī, for the purpose of helping Him 
follow the religious principles of the renounced order of life. Sarvabhauma 
Bhattācārya was accepted by everyone at the time as India's chief scholar 
of Šri Saükarácarya's commentary on the Vedānta-sūtra, and he was very 
surprised to find that, despite continuously listening to his explanations 
for seven days, the young sannyāsī remained silent. He at last inquired in 
exasperation, "You have not raised a single question, do you understand 
any of this or not?" 

Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu answered simply, "The meaning of the 
verses is perfectly clear to Me, but your explanations obscure their real 
meaning, so I am greatly aggrieved. The direct and literal interpretation 
of the verses conveys the transcendental name, form, qualities and 
pastimes of Para-brahma, the Absolute Truth, who is knoweable only by 
virtue of His own supreme potency, which makes the impossible possible. 
Instead your commentary, based on mental speculation, portrays Para- 
brahma as nirvifesa and nirākāra, devoid of both form and qualities. Your 
explanations thus seem to be obstinate and unreasonable." 
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Bhattācārya tried to prove his case with highly subtle reasoning 
that was rooted in falsity, but Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu rendered Him 
silent with strong scriptural evidence and irrefutuble logic. Finally, 
Sārvabhauma Bhattācārya inquired about the meaning of the verse 
ātmārāmās ca from the Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.7.10). Beyond the nine 
explanations of this verse that the Bhattacarya was able to provide, 
Mahaprabhu explained eighteen new meanings. Sarvabhauma fell at 
the lotus feet of $riman Mahāprabhu, and the Lord mercifully showed 
him first His four-handed form as Nārāyaņa and then His two-handed 
form as Syamasundara, playing the flute sweetly. Completely satisfied, 
Sārvabhauma Bhattācārya prayed: 


vairāgya-vidyā-nija-bhakti-yoga 
siksārtbam ekab purusah puránab 
$ri-krsna-caitanya-sarira-dbàri 


krpāmbuddbir yas tam арат prapadye 


Let me take shelter of the Supreme Person Šrī Krsna, who has 
appeared in the form of Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu to teach the 
conditioned souls genuine transcendental knowledge, devotional 
service unto Him, and detachment from whatever is opposed to the 
service of Krsņa. He has descended to this material world because He 
is an ocean of transcendental mercy; thus I surrender unto His lotus 
feet. 


(10) 

Having inundated Šrī Jagannātha Puri and South India with krsna- 
prema, Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu gradually proceeded toward the banks 
of the Godāvarī River (in Southern India). There, He met and conversed 
with the governor of Andhra Pradesh, the great rasika maha-bhagavata, 
Šrī Rāya Rāmānanda. They had the most astounding discussion of 
the gradations of prema, beginning with the process (sādbanā) and 
culminating in the final goal (sadbya). As the discourse came to a close, 
Rāya Rāmānanda realized that this sannyasī was Vrajendra-nandana Šrī 
Krsna Himself, having taken on the complexion and sentiments of Šrī 
Radha. Although Sri Caitanya Mahāprabhu tried to conceal His divine 
nature, He could no longer hide it from His loving devotee. Revealing 
to him His form as Rasaraja Krsna, tightly embraced by Mahabhava 
Svarūpinī Srimati Radhika, He thus satisfied Raya Rāmānanda. 
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(11) 
Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu travelled from one holy place of South India 
to another and He reached Kurmācala-dhāma. Vast crowds of faithful 
devotees, attracted by His kīrtana and dancing, began gathering around 
Him. By His influence, countless people became Vaisņavas. 

A brabmana named Vasudeva lived near Kurmācala. Afflicted with 
leprosy, His entire body was covered with worms. Whenever a worm 
would fall from a sore on his body, he would put it back to save its life. 
Blessed is such boundless compassion! 

Receiving news of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s arrival, the leprous 
brübmana became eager to see Him. Sri Caitanya Mahāprabhu was 
surrounded by a large crowd of devotees, and the brabmana Vasudeva, 
considering his abhorrent condition, offered dandavat prandma 
(prostrated obeisances) from a distance. Immersed in transcendental 
emotions, he collapsed to the ground unconscious. The Supersoul in 
everyone’s heart, the merciful Lord Sri Caitanya, saw the unconscious 
brabmana from afar. He ran to Vasudeva and lifting him up with His 
lotus-like hands, He lovingly embraced him. By Mahaprabhu’s touch, 
which brings auspiciousness to the three worlds, the brabmana was 
immediately and permanently freed from leprosy. His body was now 
beautiful and radiant. Furthermore, ecstatic symptoms of love for Sri 
Krsna arose within him. Beholding Sri Caitanya Mahapabhu in the form 
of Vrajendra-nandana Syamasundara, the brabmana began to offer Him 
various prayers. 


(12) 
On the day of Ratha-Yātrā, an unceasing stream of people inundated the 
streets of Šrī Jagannātha Puri. The devotees were very eagerly watching 
the procession. King Pratāparudra himself was sweeping the road ahead 
of the chariots with a golden broom and sprinkling it with flower and 
sandalwood scented water. The sky was filled with the tumultuous sound 
of Jaya Jagannatha! Jaya Jagannatha!’ 

In seven groups the devotees danced and performed kīrtana: in front, 
behind and on either side of the chariot of Lord Jagannātha. $ri Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu, absorbed in bhava, danced with His arms upraised, 
sometimes in one group and sometimes in another. Concurrently, 
Mahārāja Prataparudra caught sight of an incredible scene. By the 
power of His yogamāyā potency, which makes the impossible possible 
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(aghatana-ghatana-patiyasi-sakti), Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was dancing 
in all seven groups simultaneously, captivated in ecstatic devotion. The 
devotees simply perceived Mahaprabhu to be dancing in their own group; 
hence they danced and sang kirtana with even more joy. The supremely 
fortunate Maharaja Prataparudra and Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya alone 
could behold this wondrous pastime of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. 
Thereafter, each glorified the other for his good fortune. 


(13) 
Sri Caitanya Mahāprabhu traveled to Vrndāvana by the arduous route 
through the Jharikhanda forest. Upon His devotees’ fervent insistence, 
He agreed to take Balabhadra Bhattacarya with Him. They approached 
the dense jungle, inhabited by many wild animals, while keeping the 
city of Cuttack to their right side. Sriman Mahaprabhu was immersed 
in separation from Krsna, and devoid of any sense of the external world, 
like a madman He walked crying, “Hā Krsna! Ha Prananatha!” Whenever 
lions, elephants, bears, rhinoceros, poisonous snakes or other dangerous 
animals glimpsed Mahaprabhu, they would withdraw from the paths 
and river banks to make way for Him. 

Once, Mahaprabhu accidentally stepped upon a fearsome tiger asleep 
on the path. He opened His eyes, saw the tiger and lovingly spoke, 
“Utter Krsna, Krsna!” The tiger rose up and began to dance, repeating, 
“Krsna, Krsna!” 

On another occasion, as Mahaprabhu was bathing in a river within 
the forest, a herd of mad elephants came there to quench their thirst. 
Mahāprabhu took in his hand a little water and cast it over the elephants, 
saying, “Krsna, Krsna.” The moment that the drops of water touched the 
elephants’ bodies, they started to dance and to chant loudly, “Krsna, Krsna.” 

This was the manner in which Mahaprabhu trod the forest path, 
pathetically crying out, “O Krsna! O Krsna!” Lions, tigers, bears, deer, 
peacocks and other animals totally forgot their enmity and they followed 
Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, gazing into His face intently. Sometimes 
tigers and deer would kiss one another. It was an astounding scene. Every 
moving and non-moving entity in the Jharikhanda forest drowned in 
the current of Mahaprabhu’s krsna-prema. By the mercy of Bhagavan, 
something impossible comes to be possible. Balabhadra Bhattacarya, who 
witnessed these extraordinary pastimes, walked behind Mahaprabhu, 
bewildered and amazed. 
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(14) 
Sārvabhauma Bhattācārya was a major recipient of Šrī Caitanya 
Mahaprabhu’s mercy, whereas his youthful son-in-law, Amogha, was 
somewhat wicked. He would look for faults in the Supreme Lord 
and the devotees for no reason, and this nature very much perturbed 
Sārvabhauma Bhattācārya. 

Amogha fell terribly ill with cholera. His body became cold and he 
was on the verge of death, lying motionless on his bed. Lamentation 
filled the house. When Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu heard this news, He 
went immediately to the house of Bhattācārya and placed His lotus hand 
on Amogha's chest. He then said with great love, "Oh, you are a simple 
brihmana. Why have you let the outcast woman of jealousy reside in your 
heart? Because of your association with Sarvabhauma, you have been 
freed from the sins accumulated over countless lives: now rise and chant, 
“Krsna! Krsna!” 

The gentle touch of the lotus hand of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu 
caused Amogha to regain his former health. He arose from his deathbed 
and maddened with prema, started to dance and call out, “Krsna! 
Krsna!” Sarvabhauma Bhattācārya and the other associates of Sri 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu were amazed to see in Amogha, the eight ecstatic 
transformations (sāttvika-vikāra) of the body, including the shedding of 
tears, horripilation, shivering and perspiration. And why should they not 
be found in him? Mahaprabhu used to say, “What to speak of friends 
and relatives, even the servants and dogs of my devotees are dear to me.” 


(15) 

Agitated by separation from Krsna, Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, in the 
mood of Srimati Radhika, cried day and night, "O Krsna!” Sri Svarūpa 
Dāmodara and Rāya Rāmānanda tried to pacify Him by reciting suitable 
verses from Rāsa-paūicādhyāyī, Bhramara-gita, Krsna-karndmrta and 
from the poetry of Candidasa and Vidyapati. Yet hearing those verses 
only doubled Mahaprabhu’s feelings of separation. Sometimes He would 
cry and sometimes laugh, at times He would become unconscious and at 
others He would enter into a state of ecstacy that is indescribable. 

On one occasion, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, Svarüpa Damodara 
and Raya Ramananda discussed the pastimes of Krsna until midnight. 
Believing Mahaprabhu to be resting, Sri Svarüpa Damodara and Raya 
Rāmānanda retired to take rest themselves. Mahaprabhu was living in 
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a small room known as the Gambhira. After the two associates left, 
Mahaprabhu’s dear servant, Govinda, lay near the door of the Gambhira 
to ensure that Mahaprabhu would not go outside; but he soon dozed off. 

At this point in time, Šrī Caitanya Mahāpabhu heard the flute-song 
of Krsna and rapt in bhava, ran swiftly in its direction. Even though the 
sleeping Govinda lay across His path and the three gates were locked, 
Mahāprabhu got past them all. 

There was not a sound from Mahaprabhu’s room for a long time, 
and Govinda began to doubt whether Mahāprabhu was still in there. 
Not finding Mahāprabhu in the Gambhīrā, Govinda started to search 
everywhere for Him. He awoke Svarūpa Dāmodara and once they had lit 
a lamp, both of them searched for Mahāprabhu in the three other rooms. 
Then they opened the gate and rushed to Simha-dvàra (the main gate of 
the Jagannātha temple). There they found Mahāprabhu lying unconscious 
in the midst of a herd of cows. He was in an astonishing condition, 
such that His entire body was horripilating, foam was dripping from His 
mouth and torrents of tears were flowing from His eyes. His arms and 
legs had withdrawn - like a tortoise — into the trunk of His body, and He 
thus resembled a round bale. As the devotees looked upon Mahāprabhu 
in that extraordinary state, they were struck with extreme amazement 
and fright. They lifted Him up and brought Him back to the Gambhira 
where they performed krsna-nāma-sankīrtana loudly. After some length 
of time, Mahāprabhu partially returned to his senses. His arms and legs 
once again became normal. He then began to weep bitterly in separation 
from Krsna, leaving all of the devotees dumbfounded. 


II 


The Scriptural Evidence that Proves 
Šrī Caitanya Mahaprabhu is Svayam Bhagavan 


Mangalacarana 


(1) 
anarpita-carim cirāt karunaydvatirnah kalau 
samarpayitum-unnatojjvala-rasārh svabbakti-srijam 
barib purata-sundara-dyuti-kadamba-sandipitah 
sada brdaya-kandare sphuratu vah šacinandanah 
(From Šrī Vidagdba-madhava, 
composed by Šrīla Rūpa Gosvāmī) 


May that Lord, who is known as the son of Srimati Saci-devi, 


be situated transcendentally within the innermost chambers of your 
heart. Resplendent with the radiance of molten gold, He has appeared 
in the age of Kali by His causeless mercy, to bestow that which has not 
been given in a very long time — matijarī-bhāva, the service of Šrīmatī 


Rādhikā as Her confidential maidservant. 


(2) 
srī-rādhāyah pranaya-mahimi kidrso vānayaivā- 
svādyo yenādbhuta-madburimā kidršo và madiyah 
saukhyam casya mad-anubbavatab kidrsam veti lobhat 
tad-bhbāvādhyah samajani saci-garbba-sindbau barindub 


(From the notes of Srila Svarūpa Dāmodara Gosvāmī) 


The moon-like Srī Krsņacandra, endowed with the emotions 


and complexion of Šrīmatī Rādhikā, appeared from the ocean-like 

womb of Šrimati Šacī-devī, in the form of Sri Gauranga-deva, for the 

fulfillment of His three desires. He desired to realize: 

1. What are the glories of the love held by Srimati Radhika, the 
embodiment of My svarüpa-íakti? 

2. What is the extraordinary sweetness of Mine that Šrīmatī 
Rādhikā relishes? 

3. What indescribable bliss does Šrīmatī Rādhikā experience in 
tasting My sweetness?” 
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(3) 
aisvaryasya samagrasya viryasya yasasab šriyah 
jūāna-vairagyayoš-caiva sannčirh bhaga itīnganā 
(Sri Visnu Purana 6.5.7) 
Bhagavàn is He who possesses six qualities to the utmost extent, 
namely: (1) full possession of every mystic power, such as aņimā 
(the ability to become smaller than the smallest) and all others; (2) 
complete strength; (3) complete fame; (4) absolute beauty; (5) complete 
knowledge; (6) complete renunciation. 
Great personalities who were contemporaries of Šrī Gaurāņga 
Mahāprabhu observed all of these gualities in Him. 


Upamāna Pramāņa 
(Evidence through Comparison) 


(4) 


pafica-dirghab pafica-süksmab sapta-raktah sadunnatah 
tri-hrasva-prthu-gambbiro dva-trimsal-laksano maban 


(Sāmudrikā) 
A mabā-purusa (great personality) is distinguished by thirty-two 
symptoms: 
* Five bodily features must be long: the nose, arms, chin, eyes 
and thighs; 
* Five bodily features must be fine: the skin, hair, knuckles, 
teeth and body hair. 


Seven bodily features must be reddish: the corners of his eyes, 
soles of the feet, palms of the hands, the palate, lips, tongue 
and finger-nails; 

Six bodily features are raised: the chest, shoulders, nails, nose, 
hips and face; 

Three bodily features are small: the neck, waist and genital; 
Three bodily features are broad: the forehead, hips and chest; 
Three bodily features are deep: the navel, voice, and intelligence. 


These thirty-two symptoms are all present in Šrī Gaurānga 
Mahāprabhu. 
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Sambhava Pramana 
(Evidence through Probability) 


(5) 
avatārā hy-asankhyeyii bareh sattva-nidber-dvijab 
yatha vi dásinab kulyáb sarasah syuh sabasrasab 


(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.3.26) 


Sri Sata Gosvami spoke to Saunaka and the other sages, “O Rsis! 
Just as thousands of rivulets flow from a fathomless and inexhaustible 
lake, innumerable incarnations of the Lord emanate, over the course 
of time, from the ocean of pure goodness (visuddba-sattva), Sri Hari. 
Thus, at the beginning of the age of Kali, in order to protect bhagavat- 
dharma from harm caused by the offenders, Sri Hari appears in the 
form of Sri Gauranga.” 


(6) 
jābnavī-tīre navadvipe golokakhye dhāmni govindo dvibhujo gaurah" 
sarvātmā mahā-puruso mabatma mahāyogī triguņātīta sattva-rūpo 
bhaktirn loke kāšyati 
(Sri Caitanya Upanisad, from the Atharva-veda) 


T The syllable go indicates Šrī Govinda, imbued with love for Srimati Radhika. 
The syllable rā stands for Šrīmatī Radhika, imbued with love for Govinda. These 
two syllables constitute the word gaura. Alternatively, when Sri Radha-Krsna 
appear in one form, due to a vast abundance of prema, They distribute Their 
holy name throughout the entire world. The name of that combined form of Sri 
Radha-Krsna is Gaura. 

The origin of the word ‘gaura’: ga + à + a + u + ra 


akāro bhagavan visnub ākāro rādbikā-varā 

ukārah kāma-rūpoyarh repbas tu dānam ucyate 

gakāro harinamakhyam gitam ity artha-vacakam 

premņā šrī-rādbayā-krsnab sangitam bari-nāmakam 

yasmai kasmai prarātīti sa gauro gadito buddbaih 
(Paratattva-gaure) 


The letter a is Bhagavan Visņu. The letter 4 is Šrīmatī Radhika. The letter u is 
kāma-rūpa, the form of transcendental love. The syllable ra refers to distribution. Ga 
means singing the holy name of Hari. Sri Krsna generously grants sri harindma to 
everyone by the power of Šrīmatī Rādhikās love. That Lord is known to the wise by 
the name Gaura. 
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The Supersoul in the hearts of all living beings, the great yogi who 
is beyond the influence of the three modes of material nature, the 
embodiment of pure goodness and possessor of the six transcendental 
qualities will descend upon the bank of the Bhāgīrathī river (the 
Ganges), in Šrī Navadvīpa-dhāma, also known as Goloka. That Šrī 
Gauranga has a two-armed form, and He will manifest pure devotion 


(bhakti) throughout the world. 


This directly denotes Šrī Gauranga, who is beyond material qualities 
and is the all-pervading Supersoul. 


(7) 


eko devab sarva-rūpī mabátmà gauro rakta-šyāmala-sveta-rūpah 
caitanyātmā sa vai caitanya-šaktir bbaktākaro bhakti-do bbakti-vedyab 


The Supreme Lord, who enjoys His eternal pastimes (nitya-lila) 
in the supremely pure, transcendental world of Goloka, assumes all 
varieties of forms. He appears in different manifestations millennium 
after millennium. In Satya-yuga, His complexion is white; in Tretā- 
yuga, He is red; in Dvāpara-yuga, black; and in Kali-yuga, golden. 
That very Lord, Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, who is the living force of 
the creation, manifests Himselfin the splendid form ofa devotee. It is 
He who distributes bhakti, characterized by suddba-prema; He may be 
known only through bhakti. 


(8) 
namo vedānta-vedyāya krsndya paramātmane 
sarva-caitanya-rüpaya caitanydya namo namah 


Šrī Krsņa Caitanya Mahāprabhu is the embodiment of full 
consciousness. He is the Supersoul and Lord Krsņa Himself. He shall 
be known through the Vedānta. We offer our obeisances unto Him 
again and again. 


(9) 
vedànta-vedyam purusam puránam 
caitanyjātmānam visvayonim mahāntam 
tameva viditvā timrtyum eti nànyab 
pantha vidyateyanaya 
(Sri Caitanya Upanisad, from the Šrī Atbarva-veda) 
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The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Bhagavan (who is known 
by Vedānta), the Supersoul, primeval Lord and original cause of the 
universe, is $ri Caitanya Mahāprabhu. The jīva who understands this 
fact becomes liberated from death. It is not possible for those without 
an understanding of Šrī Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s position to attain 
their worshipable Lord since there is not even the slightest difference 
between Sri Krsna and Sri Krsna Caitanya-deva. 


(10) 
saptame gaura-varna-visnor ity anena sva-šaktyā caikyam etya prānte 
prātar avatirya saba svaib svam-anum šiksyati. asya vyákbya-saptame 
saptama  manvantare  vaivasvata-manau  gaura-varno — bbagavàn 
sva-saktyà hlādinī-saktyā aikyam prāpya prānte kalau-yuge pratab 
pratbama-sandhyāyāri avatirno bbütva saba svaih sa-parsadaih svam- 
anur bare-krsnádi janan siksayati upadisatityarthab. 


(Sri Atharva-veda-purusa-bodbini) 


The Supreme Lord, who becomes one with His blissful bladini- 
šakti, appears in the seventh vaivasvata manvantara in the first part of 
the twenty-eighth Kali-yuga. Accompanied by His eternal associates 
(pārsadas), He instructs the whole world to chant His own Hare Krsņa 
mahā-mantra. O respectable persons! Which other incarnation besides 
Šrīman Mahāprabhu Caitanya-deva could be so causelessly merciful as 
to perform this task? 


-. 


Thus it is clear that the avatāra of Sri Caitanya-deva is described 
the Vedas. 


n 


(11) 
ito'bam | krta-sannyáso'vatarisyàmi saguno nirvedo niskāmo bhū- 
gīrvāņas tīra-stho lakanandāyah kalau catub-sabasrabdopari pafica- 
sahasrabhyantare gaura-varno dīrgbāūgah sarva-laksana-yukta īsvara- 
prarthito nija-rasāsvādo bhakta-riipo misrakhyo vidita-yogah 
(Brabma-vibbága, in the Trtīya-kbāņda of the Sri Atharva-veda) 


When the demigods prayed to Bhagavan Sri Krsna, requesting Him to 
incarnate on the Earth, He said, "I will appear on the bank of the Ganges 
between the fourth and fifth millennia of the age of Kali. My heart having 
been satisfied by the prayers of the incarnation of Sankara, Sri Advaita 
Acarya, I will manifest Myself as a virtuous and renounced brabmana- 
sannyāsī, devoid of material desires and possessing all transcendental 
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qualities. At that time, My complexion will be golden, I will be called 
Mišra and My eyes and arms will be long. With all the symptoms 
described in Samudrikā of a mabā-purusa, I will taste My own sweetness 
in the form of a devotee. Only qualified persons will know who I am” 


(12) 
vitvambbara visvena mam pāhi svaba 
(Sri Atharva-veda) 
I surrender myself unto the lotus feet of Šrī Viévambhara, the 


Supersoul, who maintains and nourishes the entire creation and 
distributes prema. May He protect me from this material world. 


(13) 
tatha bam  krta-sannyaso bhū-gīrvāņovatarisye | tire'lakanandayab 
punah punar īsvara-prārtbitah sa-parivaro nirālambo nirdbüteb kali- 
kalmasa-kavalita-janāvalambanāja 


(Brabma-bhāga of Šrī Caitanya-rabasya, Sama-veda) 


Because of Šrī Advaita Ācāryas continuous appeals, I (the Supreme 
Lord) will appear on the bank of the Ganges in Navadvīpa. I, the fully 
independent Lord in the form of a brabmana, will accept the renounced 
order and without taking assistance from anyone I will adopt the attire 
of an avadbüta (one who is above all rules and regulations). I will 
descend, along with My eternal associates, in order to save the jivas 
entrapped by the sins of Kali-yuga. 


(14) 
jyotir iva dhbūmakah 
(Sri Katha Upanisad 2.1.13) 


The effulgent form of the Lord resembles fire with no covering of 
smoke. 


(15) 
hiranya šmašruh biranya-kesab āpraņakbāt sarva eva suvarnab 
(Šrī Chandogya Upanisad 1.6.6) 


The fine hair on the Lord's face is golden in color and the hair on 
His head also shines like gold. From the tip of His toes to the top of 
His head that self-manifest, Supreme Lord is golden. 
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Given that all these qualities are found in Him, one can appreciate 
that this description refers to Sri Caitanya-deva. 


(16) 


tatra brabma-puram nama pundarikam уай ucyate 
tad evāstadalarn padma-sannibham puram-adbbutam 
tan madbye dahararn saksat māyā-puram itiryate 
tatra vešma bhagavatas caitanyasya paratmanah 
tasmin yas tv antar-ākāšo by antar-dvipab sa ucyate 


(Sri Chandogya Upanisad) 


Situated in the Holy abode (Brahma-pura). There is a marvelous 
city which takes the shape of this eight-petaled lotus. A place called 
Dahara, known famously as Māyāpura, is at its center. This is the 
abode of the Supreme Lord Šrī Caitanya, the Supersoul, and its most 
interior region is called Antardvīpa. 


(17) 
yada pašyah pasyate rukma-varnam 
kartāram isam purusa brabma-yonim 
айй vidvàn punya-pape vidhūya 
niraūjanah paramam sāmyam upaiti 


(Sri Mundaka Upanisad 3.1.3) 


When someone sees the Supreme Lord he becomes full of 
knowledge. Such a learned soul consequently renounces material 
attachment, pious and impious activity and his body created from 
material nature as well. Thus becoming completely free from matter, 
he gains his Supreme friend (I$vara). That Supreme soul has an 
attractive, golden complexion, is the creator of the universe and the 
father of Lord Brahma. 


(18) 
vedaham etam purusa mabāntam àditya-varnam tamasab parastāt 
tam eva viditvati'mrtyum eti папуа} pantha vidyaiteyanāya 


(Sri Svetāsvatara Upanisad 3.8) 


Those great devotees, who directly behold the Supreme Lord 
say, "By His mercy, I know well the most ancient Supreme Person 
(purana purusottama), the Primeval Lord. He resides in the spiritual 
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sky beyond the material world, and His complexion is more effulgent 
than the sun. The soul can only be freed from the bondage of death 
by realizing Him — outside of attaining Him, there is no other path.” 


(19) 
тарап prabbur vai purusab satvasyaisa pravartakab 
sunirmalām imam prāptim īšāno jyotir avyayab 
(Sri Svetāsvatara Upanisad 3.12) 
By His causeless mercy, the all-pervading Supersoul in everyone's 
heart, Sriman Mahaprabhu, engages the living beings in that process 


by which they are able to attain the supremely flawless gem of pure 
bbakti for Him. 


(20) 
tam īsvarāņārh paramam mahesvaram tarn devatànàm paramam ca daivatam 
patirh patinàm paramam parastād vidāma devam bhuvanesam idyam 
(Sri Svetāsvatara Upanisad 6.7) 
The devotees say: "We are well acquainted with that Lord of the 
entire world, who is even the controller of Lord Siva and Lord Brahma. 


He is the progenitor of all progenitors and the Lord of all lords, who is 
worshipped by the demigods and is beyond material nature." 


(21) 
bbakta-priyo bhakti-dātā dāmodara ibhas-patih 
indra-darpa-baro'nanto nityānānda cidatmakah 
(22) 
caitanya-rūpas caitanyas cetanā-guņorjitah 
advaitācāra-nipuņo dvaitab parama-nāyakah 
(23) 


nilah svetab sitah krsno gaurab pitambara-chadah 


(24) 
saci-suta-jaya-pradah 


(Sri Nàrada-paficarátra, Šānāmrta-sāra, Rātra 4 and 8, 
Sri Bāla-krsna-sahastra-nāma-stotrah, 116-117, 84, 154) 
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In these verses, the names by which Šrīman Mahāprabhu is known 
to His associates are described. The Supreme Lord is the beloved of 
His devotees (bbakta-priya) and the bestower of bhakti (bhakti-data); 
He is bound by His devotees' love (dāmodara); He is the Lord of His 
servants (ibhas-pati); He smashed the pride of Indra (indra-darpa- 
bara) He is unlimited and eternally blissful (ananta, nityananda); 
His nature is purely spiritual (cidātmaka); He appears as Šrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu (caitanya-rūpa); He is the living force (caitanya), brilliant 
with all qualities (cetand-gunorjita); He knows the heart of Advaita 
Ācārya completely (advaitacarya-nipuna); He is the nondual reality 
(advaita) and the ultimate hero (parama-nayaka); He assumes different 
colours (bluish, white and golden); He is the son of Šrī Saci-devi and 
He bestows total victory. 


(25) 
ittham nr-tiryag-rsi-deva-jbasavatàrair 
lokān vibbāvayasi bansi jagat-pratīpān 
dharma mabà-purusa pasi yugānuvrttarh 
channab kalau yad abbavas tri-yugo'tha sa tvam 


(Srimad-Bhagavatam 7.9.38) 


The best of devotees, Prahlada Maharaja, prayed to Sri Nrsirnhadeva, 
“O Supreme Person! You appear in different incarnations as a human 
being, an animal, a bird, a saint, a demigod and a fish, thus maintaining 
the different planetary systems and annihilating those who cause 
havoc within this world. You appear in these incarnations in every age 
(yuga) to protect religious principles, but in the age of Kali You conceal 
Yourself by appearing in a hidden form. You are therefore known as 
Tri-yuga, or the Lord who appears in three yugas. Using the logic 
of elimination (abbava-pramana), that hidden incarnation of Yours is 
identified by the name of Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu.” 


(26) 
āsan varņās triyo hy asya grbņatonuyugam taniih 
ио raktas tatha pita idanim krsnatam gatah 


(Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.8.13) 


Sri Gargacarya spoke to Nanda Maharaja at the time of the name- 
giving ceremony of Sri Krsnacandra: “This blackish son of yours 
manifests His transcendental form in every age. In Satya-yuga, His 


2I 


Šrī Caitanya Mabaprabbu Is Svayam Bhagavan 


complexion was white; in Treta-yuga, red; in Kali-yuga, yellow; and 
now, in Dvapara-yuga, it is black. Therefore, His name will be Krsna." 


It follows that in this verse, the word pita (yellow) is the evidence 
indicating Sri Caitanya Mahāprabhu, the savior of the souls in the age 
of Kali. 


(27) 
iti dvāpara urvisa stuvanti jagad-isvaram 
nana tantra-vidhānena kalàvapi tatha srnu 


(Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.5.31) 


As explained earlier, the people of Dvāpara-yuga prayed to 
Jagadigvara, the Lord of the Universe. Now І will tell you how the 
people in Kali-yuga worship that Supreme Lord. Listen carefully. 


(28) 
krsna-varna tvisa’krsna sāūgopāngāstra-pārsadam 
yajfiaib sankirtana-prayair yajanti hi sumedbasab 


(Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.5.32) 


He constantly performs kirtana of the two syllables krs and na 
and instructs others to do the same. He is always eagerly engaged in 
searching after Sri Krsna through that kirtana. His bodily limbs or 
angas are Šrī Nityānanda Prabhu and Šrī Advaita Prabhu. His upangas 
are His surrendered, pure devotees, like Srivasa Pandita. The holy 
name is His weapon (astra), and His eternal associates (pārsada) are 
Gadadhara Pandita, Svarüpa Damodara, Raya Ramananda, Sanatana 
Gosvami and Ripa Gosvami and so on. His complexion is not black 
(akrsna) but golden. That golden Lord is endowed with the emotions 
and complexion of Srimati Radhika. In the age of Kali, the sacrifice, 
or yajna, by which intelligent persons worship Šrī Gaurasundara is 
predominated by the congregational chanting of the holy name. 


Srila Jīva Gosvāmīs commentary upon this verse from his 
Krama-sandarbha: 


sri krsnāvatārānantara kali-yugāvatāram pürva-vad aba krsneti. tvisà 
kantya yo krsņo gauras tam sumedbaso yajanti. gauratvaficasya “asan 
varņās triyo by asya grbnato'nuyugam tanith šuklo raktas tatha pita idanim 
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krsnatam gatah" (S.B. 10.8.13) ity atra parisesya pramana-labdham. 
idānīm etad avatārāspadatvenābhikbyāte dvāpare krsnatam gatah ity 
ukte ukla-raktayobsatya-treta-gatatvena daršitatvācca. pitasyatitatvam 
prācīna-tad-avatārāpeksayā. atra sri ksnasya paripūrņa-rūpatvena 
vaksyamāņatvād yugāvatāratvam, tasmin sarvepy avatāra antarbhūtā 
iti tat-tat-prayojanam tasminnekasminneva sidhyatitypeksayd. tadevam 
yad dvāpare krsnatovatarati tadaina (tasminneva) kalau sri gauro'py 
avatāratīti svárasya-labdbeb Sri krsnavirbbáva-visesa evāyāru Sri gaura 
ity ayati tad-avyabhicārāt. tadedāvirbhāvatvarn tasya svayam eva 
visesana dvārā vyanakti-krsna-varnam krsnety etau varnau ca yatra, 
tam; yasmin — Sri kysna-caitanya-deva-nāmni krsnatvibhivyaijaka 
krsneti varna-yugalam prayuktam astityartbab trtiye érimad-uddbava- 
vākye (S.B. 3.3.3) “samahutah” ityādi padye "Sriyah savarnena” ity atra 
tikàyam šrījo rukminyàb samana varna-dvayam vacakam уаѕуа sab 
$riyab savarno rukmi ity api dršyate yad và, krsnam varnayati-tàdría- 
sva-paramānanda-vilāsa-smaraņollāsa-vašatayā svayrh gayati parama- 
kāruņikatayā sarvebhyobi lokebhyas tamevopadišati yas tam athava 
svayam-akrsnam gauram tvisā sva-fobbà-visesanaiva krsnopadestaran 
са. yad daršanenaiva sarvesém krsnab sphuratityarthab. kimvā sarva- 
loka-drastčirarn krsnam gauram api bhakta-visesa-drstau tvisā prakasa- 
visesena krsna-varnam. tādrša $yàmasundaram eva santamityarthab. 
tasmāt tasmin sri krsna rüpasyaiva prakāšāt tasyaivavirbhava-visesah 
sa iti bbāvah. tasya sri bhagavat tam eva spastayati sāngopāngāstra- 
parsadam iti, aūgāny eva parama-manoharatvid upāūgāni bhiisanadi 
mahā-prabhāvatvāt tāny evāstrāņi, sarvadaivaikāntarvāsitvāt tāny 
eva pārsadah, babubbir mahabhavair asakrdeva tatha drstosāviti 
gauda- varendra- baūgotkapādi-dešīyjānāru mabāprasiddheh. yad và 
atyanta premāspadatvāt tat tulya eva pārsadāh srīmad advaitācārya 
mabánubbava-carana-prabbrtayas taib saha vartamānam iti 
cárthàntarena vyaktam. tad ерат bhūtam kair jayanti? yajfiaib pūjā- 
sambharaih (S.B. 1.13.14) "na yatra yajñesamakhā mahotsavih" ity 
ukteb. tatra visesena tam evabhidheyam vyanakti — sankirtana babubbir 
militvā $1 krsna-gana-sukham, tat-pradbānaih tatha sankirtana- 
pradhanyasya. tad āšritesv eva daršanāt sa evatrabhidheya iti spastam. 
ataeva sabastra-námni tad avatāra-sūcakāni namani kathitāni — 
“suvarna-varno bemāūgo varangas candanangadi. sannyāsa-krc chamab 
Santa” ity etāni. daršitam caitat parama-vidvac chiromaņinā Sri 
sárvabbauma bbattàcàryena — “kalan-nastarm bhakti-yogarn nijam yab 
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praduskarttum Sri krsņa-caitanya-nāmā. āvirbbūtasja pādāravinde 
gadham-gadham liyatam citta-bbrūga.” 


Answering the questions of Nimi Maharaja, Šrī Karabhājana Rsi, 
the ninth Yogendra, enumerated the various avatāras that descend in 
the different yugas and concluded with a description of the incarnation 
in Kali-yuga, which follows after Lord Krsna's descent: "In Kali-yuga, 
intelligent people worship that golden complexioned Krsna." The verse 
āsan varņās triyo is proof of the importance of this form of the Lord. It 
declares that because He is the complete whole, Šrī Krsna is the source 
of all yuga-avatāras. All of the avatāras are present within Him, since 
He is their sole cause. This conclusion has already been established 
previously. 

Šrī Gauraņga-deva appears in Kali-yuga, immediately after the 
Dvāpara-yuga in which Šrī Krsna-candra, the complete, Original 
Person, manifests Himself in the world. Consequently, He is a special 
manifestation of Krsna. The adjectives used to describe this particular 
manifestation of Krsna clarify any doubts as to the identity of the 
incarnation being refered to in the verse. The adjective krsna-varnam 
denotes a person with the two syllables kr and sna in his name. These 
two syllables are present in the name Šrī Krsna-Caitanya. An equivalent 
explanation is found in the commentary for the line friyab savarnena of 
the verse samábutab, spoken by Uddhava (Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.3.3). 
In that example, Rukmi (the elder brother of Rukmini) is given the 
name $riyab savarna, which means ‘he who has the same two syllables 
in his name as Rukmini, the embodiment of Šrī” 

We could derive another meaning from the adjective krsna-varnam: 
Šrīman Mahāprabhu glorifies Krsņa. Being non-different from Krsņa, 
He is overpowered by the bliss that remembrance of His own sweet and 
joyful pastimes, as Krsna, brings. Thus He sings the name of Šrī Krsna 
aloud, and out of extreme compassion, He instructs all persons to do 
likewise. An alternative is that although golden in complexion, simply 
the extraordinary beauty of His form instructs everyone to perform 
bbajana of Šrī Krsna. This signifies that whoever sees Him thus attains 
the vision of Krsna. Even though ordinary people see Him as golden, 
exalted devotees see Him as the dark-complexioned Syamasundara, 
who looks golden because of His unique effulgence. This leads to the 
conclusion that Sri Gauranga-deva is a special manifestation of Krsna 
Himself. 

The fact is that Mahaprabhu is Bhagavan. All of His limbs 


are extremely enchanting to the mind. He alone is the best of all 
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adornments, for no decoration could increase His beauty; rather, His 
body would enhance the beauty of any ornament. His limbs being 
superbly attractive are thus the weapons by which He brings everyone 
under His control. Those very limbs (angas) are His eternal associates 
(pārsadas), as they always accompany Him. More than once, great 
personalities, who were Mahaprabhu's contemporaries, beheld Him as 
Šrī Rāma, Šrī Krsna and other incarnations of the Lord. This especially 
happened to the residents of those places in India through which the 
Lord had wandered. 

There is a further sense of sdrigopangastra-pirsadam: Mahāprabhu 
stays in the company of great personalities such as Šrī Advaita Ācārya and 
other, eternal associates, who are all, like Himself, the abodes of prema. 

What ingredients enable the worship of Šrī Gauranga-deva (whose 
wonderful gualities have just been described) to be accomplished? The 
devotees worship Him whenever they come together lovingly, and 
perform the sacrifice of congregational chanting of the holy names 
(sankirtana-yajfia) loudly, sweetly and to a nice rhythm. This means 
that in Kali-yuga, sarikirtana is the foremost religious principle. 
Moreover, it is most notably demonstrated by the devotees surrendered 
to the lotus feet of Šrī Gaura. Therefore, Sri Visnu-sabasra-nāma- 
stotrab gives the names of the Lord that are predictive of His advent: 


suvarna-varno bemángo varangas candanangadi 
sannyāsa-krc сатар Santo nistha éanti-paràyanam 


(Sri Mahabharata 149.92, 95) 


The Supreme Lord will appear in the age of Kali with a golden 
complexion. His body will be smeared with sandalwood pulp. 
He will accept the sannyāsa order and He will be eguipoised and 
peaceful. He will be utterly absorbed in devotion. 


It is possible to apply all of these names to Šrī Gauranga-deva. 
Srīla Sārvabhauma Bhattācārya, the crest-jewel amongst all scholars, 
described Him in this way: 


kālānnastarh bhaktiyogam nijam уар pràduskarttum šrī-krsna- 
сайапуа-пата āvīrbhūtasja pādāravinde gadham gadham 
liyatam cittabhrūga 

May the bumblebee of my mind always be determinedly 
focused upon the lotus feet of Lord Hari, who appeared as Sri 


Krsna Caitanya in order to manifest once more His own bhakti- 
yoga, which had been lost over the passage of time. 
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Šrīla Baladeva Vidyabhusanas commentary on Tattva-sandarbha, 
the first of the six Sandarbhas: 


krsneti. nimi narpatind parsthah Кағаррајапо yogi satyādi 
yugāvatārānuktvātha "kalāvapi tatha šarņvi” ti tamavadbāpyāba, 
krsnavarnamiti sumedhaso janākalāvapi harim bbajanti. kairityaba 
saūkīrtanaprāyairyajūairarnairiti. kīdaršan tamityāha krsno varno 
rupan yasyāntariti šesah. tvisà kāntyātvakrsnan-suklo raktastatbā pita 
idanin krsnatan gatah iti gargoktiparisesyàd vidyud gauramityarthab. 
ange-nityinandadvaito upāngāni-srīvāsādayah astrāņi-avidyā-cchetartvād 
bhagavannāmāni, parsada gadādbara govindādayastaip sahitamiti 
mahabalitvan vyajyate. gargavākye pita iti prācīna tadapeksayči ayamavatarah 
svetavārāhakalpagatāstāinvaša-manvantarījakalau — bodbyab. tatratye 
srīcaitanja evoktadbarmadarsanát. anyesu kalisu kvacit Syàmatvena, 
kvacit Sukapatrabhatvena vyakterukte. ‘аппар kalauyadabhava’ iti 
Sukla raktastatbā pita’ iti "kalāvapi tatha šruņvi' ti ca. ye vimaršānti te 
sumedbasab. channatvafica preyasī tvisāvartatvan bodbyam. 


Responding to the questions of Nimi Mahārāja, Yogešvara Šrī 
Karabhājana spoke about each of the yuga-avatāras who manifests 
in Satya, Treta and Dvārapa-yugas. He then spoke pensively to the 
king: "Listen to the description of the avatāra in Kali-yuga. Extremely 
intelligent persons worship Šrī Hari in Kali-yuga too." 

"By what sādbana will they worship Him?" 

“By the congregational chanting of the holy names, sarikirtana- 
yajūa,” Karabhajana Rsi answered. 

Next question: “Which form of Sri Hari will they worship?” 

Answer: “They will worship that form which is black inside but 
golden like lightening outside, as proven by Gargacirya's proclamation: 
fuklo raktas tatha pita idánim krgnatàm gatah (Srimad-Bhágavatam 
10.8.13). His bodily limbs (arigas) are Šrī Nityānanda Prabhu and 
Šrī Advaita Ācārya. His upangas are Šrīvāsa Pandita and others. His 
weapon (astra) is the name of Bhagavān, which cuts down the jungle 
of ignorance. His eternal associates (pārsadas) are Gadādhara Pandita, 
Govinda and others. With their help, His great strength will be 
manifested." 

The word pita in Gargācāryas declaration could apply to a different, 
yellow incarnation of the Lord in a previous yuga. This avatāra had 
been manifest during the twenty-eighth Kali-yuga in the previous 
Vaivasvata Manvantara, which is included in the present Šveta Varāha 
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Kalpa. However, the sole golden avatāra of the present kalpa is Šrī 
Caitanya Mahaprabhu. As mentioned in the scriptures, some other 
kali-yuga-avatāras are dark-complexioned and some are green like a 
parrot. Those who contemplate the meaning of such verses as channab 
kalau yad abbava, fuklo raktas tatha pita and kalāvapi tatha érnu from the 
core of their heart, are truly wise. Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu is referred 
to as a ‘hidden’ avatāra because He is covered with the complexion of 


Šrīmatī Rādhikā. 


(29) 
dhyeyam sada paribbava-gbnam abbista-doham 
tirthdspadam Siva-virifici-nutam faranyam 
bhrtyarti-ham pranata-pala bhavabdhi-potarn 
vande mabá-purusa te caranáravindam 


(30) 
tyaktvà su-dustyaja-surepsita-rajya-laksmim 
dharmistha ārya-vacasā yad agād aranyam 
māyā-mrgam dayitayepsitam anvadhdvad 
vande mabá-purusa te caraņāravindam 


(Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.5.33—34) 


My dear Lord, You are the Mahā-purusa, the Supreme Person, 
and I worship Your lotus feet, which are the only eternal object of 
meditation. Those feet destroy the embarrassing conditions of material 
life and freely award the greatest desire of the soul, the attainment of 
pure love of Godhead. My dear Lord, Your lotus feet are the shelter of 
all the holy places, and of all saintly authorities in the line of devotional 
service. Your lotus feet are honored by powerful demigods like Lord 
Šiva and Lord Brahmā. My Lord, You are so kind that You willingly 
protect all those who simply bow down to You with respect, and thus 
You mercifully relieve all the distress of Your servants. In conclusion, 
my Lord, Your lotus feet are actually the suitable boat for crossing over 
the ocean of birth and death, and therefore even Lord Brahmā and 
Lord Siva seek shelter at Your lotus feet." 

O Mahā-purusa, I worship Your lotus feet. You gave up the 
association of the goddess of fortune and all her opulence, which is 
most difficult to renounce and is desired by even the great demigods. 
Being the most faithful follower of the path of religion, You thus left 
for the forest in obedience to a brābmaņas curse. Out of sheer mercy, 
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You chased after the fallen conditioned souls, who are always in pursuit 
of the false enjoyment of illusion, and at the same time engaged in 
searching out Your own desired object, Lord Syāmasundara.* 


Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thākuras Sārārtba-daršinī translation 
and commentary on these verses of the Srimad-Bhagavatam: 


ayamavatārah kaliyugavartino janan pràyab krsnaramayorbhajana- 
mārgamupadisatyatastayohstutinatīābadvābbyām. dhyeya dhyatumarba 
sadeti nātra kdladesaniyama iti bhavab. indriyakutumbadibbiryab 
paribhavastiraskarastan hantityananusambitam pbalamabbīstadobam 
ityanusambitam tīrthāspadamiti dhyānamātreņa gangesdisarvatirtha 
snānasiddheh. kalau dravyadesakriyadijanitan duvararamapivitryamapi 
nāšaūkanīyamiti bhdvab. tatra sadācāramāha-siva virinacīti 
sukbasevyatvamába-saranyamiti. bbaktavatsalyamába-bbrtyártibamiti. 
na ca bhrtyānān paricayarādikamapyapeksata 

ityaha be pranatapáleti. bhrtyabhimanavantam pranatimátrenaivam 
pālayatīti bhāvah. bhavabdhipotamiti "tvatpādapotena mabatkrtena 
kurvanti govatsapadarn bbavābdbi” miti brahmadyuktorbhavabdhib 
kadā nistīņa ityapi tvad bbartyo na jānātīti bhāvah. šlesena 
tasjāpyavatārasyāpyanenaiva stutinatī yatha he mahāpurusa, be 
paramabamsa, mahāmunīndra, šivaviriūcanutam ācāryaharidāsābbyān 
stutamanyat samānam. anyai sudustyajà уй surepsitā rajyalaksmistan 
tyaktvà yaditi ya ityarthab. araņyamagāt kim rājyavaikalyadaršanena 
na-dbarmistbab ^ àryasya — guroredasaratbasyja трасай anena 
pitarbbaktatvamuktan preyasipremavašatvan | cába-dayitayá | sitayà 
ipsitah māyāmargam svarnakaran margan yonvadbàvat tasya vande. 
Slesapakse asubhyah pranebhyopi dustyajà ca surairapi ipsitan rijyan 
svakāntena virājamānatvai уаѕуар sā ca уй laksmīstān tyaktvā yat 
yah araņyamagāt. tatra betub-àryasya viprasya vacasā tava sarvamapi 
garbasthyasukhan dbvastan bbavatviti yajfiopavitatrotanapürvakan yat 
sāpavacastena; dharmistbap dbarmavatàn madbye atišayena šrestho 
vipravakyan mā апуаіра bhavatviti krtan Sapan svīcakāra ityartbab. 
gatvā kimakarodityata āha-māyān kalatraputravittādirūpān margyati 
anvesyatiti mayamargah sansārāvisto janastamanvadbāvat. kidrsan daya 
atišayenāstīti dayi tasya bbàvo dayita taya hetund ipsitan svābbīpsita- 
málinganamisena svasparsam datvā sarnsārabdbau patitamapi tam 
premābdbau pātayitumiti nirupādhi mahākāruņyam dyotitam. 
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Apart from Him, no one else could have abandoned that royal abode 
of Laksmi, of which even the celestial demigods felt desirous. He was 
very obedient to His father, Dašaratha Mahārāja, and obediently took 
upon His head the order to go to the forest. He was controlled by his 
beloved Sità, and trailed the illusory form of a deer, desiring that she 
be pleased. I offer my prayers to the lotus feet of that Supreme Person. 


Another meaning of the verse: 


Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu gave up opulence the likes of which 
even the celestial demigods were desirous, and renounced the intimate 
association of His beloved Laksmi — in the form of Visnupriya — as well. 
These are harder to give up than one's own life, yet He did so, going 
to the forest because a brabmana had cursed Him: the brahmana broke 
his sacred thread and said, "May the happiness of Your household life 
be completely destroyed!” Thinking that the brabmana’s words should 
not prove false, the supremely religious Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu 
accepted the curse and went to the forest [accepted the renounced 
order of life]. What did He do there? Compassionately, He chased 
after the materialists (;māyā-mrga) to give them mercy. Materialists are 
engrossed in hunting down — in the form of a spouse, children, wealth 
and so on — the mirage of worldly happiness. What is the nature of Šrī 
Caitanya Mahāprabhu? He is dayī (filled with great compassion), and 
inspired by that mercy (dayita-yepsita), the Lord embraced souls that 
had fallen into the ocean of material existence; His transcendental touch 
thus transferring them to the ocean of divine love. This explanation 
illuminates His inconceivable compassion, which is unimpeded by any 
material designation. 

Mahāprabhu is the avatāra who instructs people to worship the 
Lord by chanting the holy names of Krsna. Therefore, this incarnation 
is being glorified in these two verses [Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.5.33-34]. 
One should always meditate on Him. There are no time or place 
restrictions as far as this meditation is concerned. He vanquishes the 
suffering that is caused by the senses and by material attachments, and 
He fulfills the most cherished desire of the heart. Merely meditating 
on Him grants the result of bathing in a holy river like the Ganges. 
He frees one instantly from the contaminations that arise due to time, 
place and circumstance. Even Lord Brahmā and Lord Siva worship 
Him and are surrendered to Him. He is sufficiently powerful to protect 
them expertly. This verse glorifies Him as bhrtyārti-ba, because He 
loves His devotees dearly and frees them from all suffering. He never 
ignores any service from His devotees and is thus called pranata-pàla 
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(He who cherishes souls surrendered to Him). If someone were simply 
to offer obeisances to Him, considering himself His servant, the 
Lord would then take that soul under His care. He is also given the 
name bhavabdhi-pota (а boat in the ocean of material existence). Lord 
Brahma said, "tvat-pāda-potena mabat-krtena kurvanti go-vatsa-padam 
bhavabdhim — For a person saved by the boat of Your lotus feet, O 
Lord, the ocean of material existence shrinks to the size ofa calf's hoof 
print." The servant of the Supreme Lord does not even notice how or 
when he crossed this ocean. 

According to another interpretation, this verse, addressing Him 
as Mahā-purusa, Paramahamsa and Maha-munindra, glorifies the 
incarnation in Kali-yuga that is worshipped by Advaita Ācārya and 
Haridāsa Thākura, who are non-different from Siva and Brahmā, 
respectively. The other words of the verse have no second meaning. 


The Vivrtti commentary of Šrīla Bhaktisiddhānta Sarasvatī Thākura 


The previous verse of the Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.5.32) states that by 
sankirtana-yajfa, intelligent persons worship the golden form of Sri 
Krsna, Gaurasundara, who chants the two syllables kr-sna, surrounded 
by His associates (arigas), servitors (updrigas), weapons (astra) and 
confidential companions (pārsadas. The next two verses glorify 
the lotus feet of that same Lord Gaurasundara. Addressing Sriman 
Mahāprabhu by the names Mahā-purusa, Purusottama and Vasudeva, 
Šrī Sukadeva Gosvāmī says: "I pray to Your lotus feet.” The only 
method by which to worship the Lord in Kali-yuga is the performance 
of congregational chanting of the holy names, or sarikirtana-yajna. 

Vandanā, or prayerful entreaty to Bhagavān, in this present age of 
Kali, is one of the most important of the nine limbs of bhakti. 


тарап prabbur vai purusah satvasyaisa pravartakah 
sunirmalām imam prāptim īšāno jyotir avyayab 
(Sri Svetāsvatara Upanisad 3.12) 


We recognize this mantra of the Upanisads to be in glorification 
of Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, as it refers to Him directly by name [the 
first two words of the verse]. We do likewise with the name ‘Maha- 
purusa, which is present in these two verses of the Srimad-Bhagavatam. 
These verses then read as prayers to His lotus feet. What description 
is given of His lotus feet? All great personalities meditate upon them, 
whilst those personalities are themselves objects of meditation. They 
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will sever the bonds of material life for those remembering them, 
and they fulfill the bhaktas” every desire. Those lotus feet are the true 
wealth of the holy places, and all holy places are present within them. 
Brahmā, Siva and other demigods always offer obeisances to those 
lotus feet, which are for all souls (from the non-moving entities up to 
the demigods) the only shelter. For those who meditate upon them, 
those lotus feet destroy all obstacles. They liberate the jīvas who are 
surrendered to them from all types of misery. Moreover, they become 
a boat, enabling devotees desiring to perform bhajana to cross over the 
ocean of material existence. Thus, Lord $ri Gaurasundara Mahaprabhu 
maintains His surrendered devotees. 

Sri Gaurasundara performed the pastime of accepting sannydsa to give 
the perfect example of service to Lord Mukunda (mukunda-sevana-vrata), 
as explained by the brabmana of Avantīpura in the Eleventh Canto of 
the Srimad-Bhagavatam. The residents of the heavenly planets are unable 
to forsake that raja-laksmi (in the form of attachment to exquisite sense 
enjoyment), but to search for Krsna, Sri Gaurasundara easily renounced 
the desire for sense pleasure, although it is extremely hard to relinquish. 
By means of this pastime, He instructed the whole world. 

He revealed the futility of material knowledge, abandoning it as if it 
were excrement. Sri Gaurasundara accepted sannydsa with an intention 
of demonstrating to everyone that solely the service of Adhoksaja 
Krsna, the Lord who is beyond the reach of the material senses and 
is glorified by the Srimad- -Bhágavatam, is truly beneficial for the jivas. 

Being non-different from svayarn-riipa Šrī Krsna, Šrī Gaurasundara 
adopted the complexion and sentiments of His beloved (dayitā) Šrīmatī 
Rādhikā, then ran in search of the only object of Her love, Šrī Krsņa. 
Uddhūrņā (divine madness), citra-jalpa and all other transformations 
(vikāra) of Šrimati Radhika’s adbirūdba-mabābbāva were manifest in 
Him. He adopted the complexion and sentiments of Šrīmatī Rādhikā, 
who is the essence of the transcendental pleasure potency and complete 
embodiment of astonishing pastimes. Endowed with Her feelings and 
complexion, Lord Gauranga performed the pastime of searching for 
the sole object of Her love, Lord Krsna. Although He is in fact the 
object of love (visaya-vigraba), Šrī Krsna Himself, Lord Gauranga 
nonetheless took on the service moods — or bhavas — of the abode of 
love (asraya-vigraba). He manifested this pastime of deep immersion in 
bhajana in order to relish those moods and to instruct faithful souls 
who follow in His footsteps in that same method of bhajana. 

In gaura-lila alone is revealed the confidential import of the 
pastimes of the non-dual Absolute Truth, Šrī Vrajendra-nandana, 
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manifesting as the enjoyer and enjoyed. Lord Gauranga is neither a 
yugāvatāra, naimittikāvatāra, nor any other partial manifestation, but 
is the source of all incarnations, Krsna Himself. 

Šrī Gaura-Krsna runs in search of the Absolute Truth, the 
Supreme Beloved Šrī Krsna, whose company is always sought after by 
the daughter of King Vrsabhānu, Šrīmatī Rādhikā, the spiritual energy 
personified. He manifested this līlā out of great mercy. 


(31) 
paritrinčya sādbūnārh vināšāya ca duskrtām 
dharma samsthapanarthaya sambhbavāmi yuge yuge 


(Bhagavad-gita 4.8) 


To protect My unalloyed devotees, annihilate the wicked and to 
reestablish dharma, I appear in every age. 


$ri Krsnacandra spoke this verse to Arjuna, establishing that His 
incarnations appear in every age and are called yugāvatāras. "To protect 
the sadbus and to annihilate the miscreants, as well as to establish religious 
principles, I manifest Myself in every yuga.” Due to the uninhibited dance 
of destruction in this age of Kali, from its outset, the saints living in 
the region of Gauda (centered on Bengal), were deeply saddened to see 
people's inclination towards atheism and the scarcity of pure religiosity — 
in the form of bhakti. Observing this villainous behavior, Advaita Ācārya 
and other saints pitifully called out to the Lord; thus Šrī Krsnacandra 
was compelled to appear in Šrī Māyāpūra-Navadvīpa, in a golden form. A 
speciality of this incarnation is that, unlike other avatāras, He brought 
no weapon except His own holy name. With that weapon, He punished 
sinners, protected saintly persons and established the supreme religion 
of pure love, which is characterized by the symptoms mentioned below: 


sa vai purnsam paro dharmo yato bhaktir adhoksaje 
ahaituky apratiabatà yayātmā samprasidati 


(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.6) 


The supreme religious principle for human society is pure devotion 
to Adhoksaja, the Transcendental Person. This devotion must be free of 
ulterior motives and practised constantly to satisfy the self completely. 
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(32) 
aham eva dvija-srestho nityam prachanna-vigrabab 
bhagavad-bhakta-riipena lokam raksāmi sarvadā 


(Sri Ādi Purána and Šrī Brhan-nàáradiya Purana) 
The Lord says, “I always protect My devotees in My eternal, hidden 
form as a devotee and the best of brabmanas." 


This verse refers to Sri Gauranga-deva. 


(33) 
kālinā dahyjamānānām uddbārāya tanu-bbrtam 
janma prathama-sandhyayam bbavisyati dvijālaye 
(Sri Kurma Purana) 
(34) 
kālinā dahyjamānānām paritrandya tanü-bbrtàm 
janma prathama-sandhyayam karisjāmi dvijatisu 
(Sri Garūda Purana) 


I will appear on the earth in a brabmana family in the first period of 
Kali-yuga, to save the devotees, who are scorched by the fire of this age. 


(35) 


aham purno bbavisyámi yugasandbau visesatah 
máyápure navadvipe bhavisyami saci-sutab 


(Sri Garuda Purana) 
In the first period of Kali-yuga, I will fully manifest Myself as the 
son of Saci-devi in Šrī Māyāpura-Navadvīpa. 
(36) 


kaleh pratbama-sandhyāyārh laksmī-kānto bhavisyati 
dàrubrabma-samipa-sthbab sannyāsa gaura-vigrabab 


(Sri Garuda Purana) 


In the first period of Kali-yuga, the possessor of the six opulences, 
the beloved Lord of Laksmi, will appear in the house of the brābmaņa 
Jagannatha Misra, in the form of a golden sannyāsī. 
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(37) 
yad gopi-kuca-kumbha-sambhrama-bhararambhena sarnvardbitam 
yad và gopa-kumāra-sāra-kalayā range subbangi-krtam 
yad vrndāvana-kānane pravilasac chrīdāmādibbis 
tat prema-prakatam cakāra bbagavān caitnya-rūpah prabhu 


(Sri Garuda Purana) 


Performing rāsa-līlā with the gopis, Sri Krsna increased the intensity 
of immaculate love (vifuddba-prema). He exhibited transcendental love: 
wrestling with His friends like Sudāmā, Šrīdāmā, Madhumangala, 
Stoka-krsna, Dama and others, covering their eyes and performing 
other pastimes as a cowherd boy in Vrndavana. When the Supreme 
Lord appeared as Sri Krsna Caitanya, He spread that very sublime love 
in Navadvipa, Purusottama Ksetra and other places. 


These verses from the Garuda Purana evidently speak of Sri Krsna 
Caitanya because they contain the name of His first wife, Laksmi. The 
area close to Purusottama Ksetra is famous as His abode. 


(38) 
yo reme saba-vallavi ramayate vrndāvane bar-nišarh 
yah karasam nijagbāna kaurava-rane уар pāndavānām sakha 
so'yam vaisnava-danda-mandita-bbujab sannyása-vesab svayam 
nibsandebam upágatab ksiti-tale caitanya-rūpah prabbub 


(Sri Garūda Purana) 


Lord Krsņacandra performed rāsa-līlā and other pastimes with 
the gopīs, killed Karnsa, and became the friend of the Pandavas in the 
Mahābhārata war. He was thus called Partha-sarathi (He who drove 
the chariot of Arjuna). That same Supreme Personality of Godhead, 
who makes the impossible possible, appeared on the earth as Šrī Krsņa 
Caitanya, adorned with the garments ofa sannyāsī and carrying a bamboo 
danda in His hand. 


(39) 
nāma-siddhānta-sampatti-prakāšana-parāyanah 
kvacit šrī-krsna-caitanya-nāmā loke bhavisyati 


(Sri Devi Purana) 


Šrī Mahādeva told Pārvatī: "The Lord of all the universes will 
appear somewhere in Navadvipa in order to reveal the treasure of the 
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siddhanta of the holy name of Bhagavān. He will become renowned by 
the name of Sri Krsna Caitanya.” 


(40) 
satye daitya-kulàdbinasa-samaye sirhhordhva-martyākrtis 
tretàyam dasakandharam paribbavan rāmeti nàmákrtib 
go-pālān paripālayan vraja-pure bbàram baran dvāpare 
gaurāūgah priya-kirtanah kaliyuge caitanya-nāmā prabhub 
(Sri Nrsimha Purana) 


The Lord appeared as Nrsirnha in Satya-yuga on the occasion 
of killing Hiranyakasipu. In Treta-yuga, He appeared in the most 
attractive form of Lord Rāma for the purpose of killing Rāvaņa. In 
Dvāpara-yuga, He manifested His all-enchanting form in Šrī Vraja- 
dhāma to diminish the sinful burden of the earth and to protect the 
cowherd folk. That very Lord, deeply attached to harindma-sankirtana, 
will be known during Kali-yuga by the names of Šrī Gaurānga-deva 
and Šrī Krsņa Caitanya. 


(41) 
yatra yogesvarab saksat yogi-cintyo janardanah 
caitanya-vapur āste vai sāndrānandātmakaļ prabbub 


(42) 
kaleh pratbama-sandhyāyārh gaurango’ ham mahi-tale 
bhatirathi-tate ramie bhavisyami saci-sutah 


(Sri Padma Purana) 


The eternally blissful Lord Janardana, who is composed of 
condensed bliss, and is the object of the yogis’ meditation, the master of 
mystic powers, and who resides in the divinely pure abode of Vaikuntha 
in the form of Lord Caitanya, says: 

"In the first period of Kali-yuga I will appear on Earth on the beauti- 
ful bank of the Bhagirathi River as Gauranga, the son of Šrī Saci-devi.” 


(43) 
aham eva kalau vipra nityam pracchanna-vigrahah 
bhagavad-bhakta-riipena lokān raksāmi sarvadā 
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(44) 
divi-jā bhuvi jayadbvam jayadbvam bhakti-riipinah 
kalau sankirtanárambbe bbavisyámi éaci-sutab 


(Sri Brhan-náradiya Purana) 


O best of brabmanas, in Kali-yuga My natural, dark complexion 
will be covered by the golden complexion and sentiments of Šrīmatī 
Rādhikā. In this form of a devotee, I will always protect the devotees 
with the ultimate weapon of barināma. Therefore, O demigods, I tell 
you all now to descend to earth in the form of devotees, for 1 will 
appear in Kali-yuga as the son of Šrī Šacī-devi, at the inception of the 
saūkīrtana movement. 


(45) 
kaleh pratbama-sandhyāyārh gaurango’ ham mahi-tale 
bhagirathi-tate bbūmni bbavisyámi sanatanah 


(Sri Brabma-vaivarta Purana) 


In the first period of Kali-yuga, I, the eternal Absolute Truth 
(sanatana-brabma), will appear in the golden form of Šrī Gauranga on 


the bank of the Bhāgīrathī River on the earth planet. 


(46) 
ānandašru-kalā-romā-barsa-pūrņarn tapo-dbana 
sarve mām eva draksyanti kalau sannyāsa-rūpinam 


(Sri Bhavisya Purāņa) 


O ascetics! In Kali-yuga, all of the devotees will see Me dressed as a 
sannyāsī, whose entire body is washed by tears of joy and covered with 
horripilation. 


The eight transcendental transformations of prema were all 
experienced by Sri Gaurahari in the form of a sannyāsī; therefore, this is 
the incarnation being described in the verse. 


(47) 
prasāntātmā lamba-kanthas ca gaurāūgas ca suravrtab 
(Sri Agni Purana) 


The supremely peaceful Lord, whose neck is long and who is 
surrounded by the demigods, will appear as Gauranga. 
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(48) 
supüjitab sada gaurah krsno và veda-vid dvijab 
(Sri Saura Purána) 


The knower of the Vedas, Gaura, who is Krsna in the form of a 
brabmana, is always worshipable. 


(49) 
mando gaurab sudīrgbāūgas tri-srotas-tira-sambhavah 
dayálub kīrtana-grāhī bhavisyami kalau yuge 
(Sri Matsya Purāņa) 


The Lord says: "I will appear in the city of Navadvipa as the son of 
Saci-devi to inaugurate the congregational chanting of the holy name 
in the age of Kali." 


(50) 
kalan sankirtanárambbe bbavisyámi saci-sutab 
svarna-dyutim samāsthāya navadvīpe jandsraye 
suddho gaurah sudīrgbāigo ganga-tira-samudbhavah 
dayálub kirtana-grabi bbavisyami kalau yuge 
(Sri Vayu Purana) 


O demigods! In Kali-yuga I will appear in Šrī Māyāpura-Navadvīpa, 
which is situated on the bank of the River Ganges. Then I will 
personally teach all of the ordinary, sinful souls the method of nāma- 
sankirtana. At this time, the jīvas will view Me with a shaved head, 
possessed of a golden complexion and a strong frame, with long arms. 
They will know Me to be extremely merciful, as one who makes no 
distinction between the gualified and the ungualified. 


(51) 
golokam ca parityajya Іокапат trāņa-kāraņāt 
kalau gauranga-rūpeņa lila-lavanya-vigrabab 
(Sri Mārkaņdeya Purāņa) 
I assume a most attractive form for the performance of varied 


pastimes in Goloka, yet in Kali-yuga I will abandon Goloka, and 
descend in the form of Sri Gauranga, in order to protect the devotees. 
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(52) 
aham eva dvija-srestho lilà-prácurya-vigrabab 
bbagavad-bbakta-ripena lokān raksāmi sarvadā 


(Sri Varāba Purana) 


I assume different forms to perform My pastimes. I also descend in 
Kali-yuga in the form of a devotee and the best of brābmaņas. Thus I 
eternally protect the devotees from the fire of Kali-yuga. 


(53) 
kali-ghora-tamas-cbannān sarvān ācāra-varjitān 
sacī-garbbe ca sambbaya tārayisjāmi narada 
(Sri Vāmana Purana) 
O Nārada! After taking birth from the womb of Šacī-devī, I will 
save from the ocean of material existence all souls who know nothing 
of regulated life and are covered by the darkness of ignorance in the 
shape of Kali-yuga. 
(54) 
арат eva kvacid brahman sannyāsasramam āšritah 
hari-bhaktim grākayāmi kalau pāpa-hatān narān 
(Upapurina, quoted in 
Šrī Caitanya-caritāmrta, Ādi-līlā 3.82) 
Šrī Krsna (Svayam Bhagavan) said to Vyāsadeva: "O brabmana, 
secretly (kvacit), I sometimes accept both the order of sannydsa and 


bhakti to Sri Hari to save the souls of Kali-yuga, who are tormented 
by their own sins. 


(55) 
paurnamasyam pbalgunasya phalguni-rksa-yogatah 
babvisye gaura-rüpena saci-garbhe purandarāt 
(56) 
svarna-di-tiram āsthāya navadvipe janāšraye 


tatra dvija-kulam prapto bhavisyāmi janālaye 


(57) 
bbakti-yoga-pradánàya lokasyánugrabàya ca 
sannyāsa-rūpam āsthāya krsna-caitanya-náma-dbrk 
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(58) 
yena lokasya nistāras tat kurudbvam mamājūayā 
dharitri bbavità cà bbir mayaiva dvija-debinà 
(Sri Vāyu Purāņa) 

The Lord says: "O demigods! I will appear as the son of Šrī 
Jagannātha Misra and Šacī-devī on a full-moon day in the month of 
Phālguna (February/March), during the constellation of Phālgunī 
Uttarā. 

"The most prominent residence of My devotees is Navadvīpa, 
which is situated on the bank of the Ganges. I will therefore take birth 
there, in a family of the very best brabmanas, amidst My own devotees. 

"To show the preeminence of the path of bhakti and to distribute 
mercy to everyone, I will accept the order of sannyāsa, and will become 
renowned by the name Šrī Krsņa Caitanya. 

"Thus, so that the material world should be delivered, all of you 
ought to follow My order and appear with Me. In the form of a 
bràbmana, I will free the earth planet from fear.” 


(59) 
nibsvadhyaya-vasat-kare svadbà-svabà-vivarjite 
tatab prāvir asau viprab kvacil loke bbavisyati 


(Sri Visnu Purana) 


The Original Supreme Lord shall appear somewhere in the world 
at such time as people neither study the Vedas nor exclaim vasat, svādhā 
and svábá while offering oblations into the sacrificial fire. 


It is important to note that the word kvacit (somewhere) indicates a 
secret incarnation, as is also the case in the verse, channab kalau yad abbavab. 


(60) 
svarna-di-tiram āšritya navadvipe dvijālaye 
sampradātum bbakti-yogam lokasyanugrabaya са 
(61) 
ya eva bhagavan krsno rádbiká-prána-vallabbab 
srsty ādau sa jagan-nātho gaura asm mahesvari 
(62) 
avatirno bhavisyami kalau nija-gunaib saha 
sacī-garbbe nacadvipe svar-dhuni-parivarite 
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(63) 
aprakāšjam idam guhyam na prakčišyam babir-mukbe 
bhaktavatararn bhaktakhyam bhaktam bhakti-pradam svayam 


(64) 
тап-тӣуа-тођііар kecin na jūāsyanti babir-mukhab 
jūāsyanti mad-bbakti-yuktàb sádbavo nyasino malah 


(65) 
krsnāvatāra-kāle уар striyo ye purusāb priyah 
kalau tevatarisyanti éridàma-subalàdayab 


(66) 


catuhsastir mabāntas te gopa dvādaša bālakāķ 
dharma-samsthapanartthaya vibarisyàmi tair abam 


(67) 
kale nastam bhakti-patham stbāpayišyāmy арат punah 
gacchantu bhuvi te putrah jayantam bbakta-rüpinab 
dharma-samsthapanam kale kurvantu te mamájfiayà 


(68) 


krsnas caitanya-gaurango gaura-candrab saci-sutah 
rst Ja-gi go Si : " 
prabhu-gauro gaura-barir namani bbakti-dáni me 


(Sri Ananta-sambita) 


Lord Siva spoke to Pārvatī: “О Mahešvarī! The Supreme Lord who 
was famed from before creation by the name of Jagannātha, and who 
appeared during Dvāpara-yuga as Krsna-candra, the beloved of Šrīmatī 
Radhika; that same most Ancient Person, will appear as Gauranga in 
a special brabmana family on the bank of the Ganges in Navadvipa, to 
demonstrate the preeminence of bhakti and to grant auspiciousness to 
the world. 

"That very same Supreme Lord said to Brahma, 'O Brahmā! In 
Kali-yuga I will appear with My associates as the son of Saci-devi 
in Navadvipa, which stands on the banks of the Ganges. This fact 
should remain a secret; hence, you must not reveal it to anyone 
who is opposed to Me. Under the spell of My māyā, they will not 
recognize My incarnation as a devotee distributing bbakti (which has 
not been given since time immemorial); but the pure-hearted saints, 
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who are reservoirs of love for Me, will understand Me completely. In 
the age of Kali, My dear associates, like Šrīdāmā, Subala and others 
who accompanied Me as I performed My pastimes as Šrī Krsna, will 
descend to the earth. They will be famous as the sixty-four mabantas 
and the twelve gopālas. I will perform pastimes with them. To establish 
religion, I will restore the path of bhakti, which was near to being lost 
in Kali-yuga. Therefore, also let your four sons, headed by Sanaka, 
descend to the earth in the form of devotees and establish the religious 
principles appropriate to the time, directed by my order. Those who 
chant My names, such as Krsna, Caitanya, Gauratga, Gaurasundara, 
Sacisuta, Prabhu, Gaura and Gaurahari, shall attain bbakti." 


(69) 
dvàpariyair janair visnub pānūca-rātrais tu kevalaih 
kalau tu nāma-mātreņa pūjyate bhagavan barib 
(Sri Nirdyana-sarnhiti, Šri Madhvacarya’s commentary 


on the Šrī Mundaka Upanisad) 


The people of Dvāpara-yuga worship Lord Visnu by the paficarátra 
method, whereas the people in Kali-yuga, worship Lord Hari simply 
by chanting His holy names. 


(70) 
evam anga vidbim krtvà mantri dbyayed yathacyutam 
kalāya-kusuma-šyāmarh druta-hema-nibham tu va 
(Tantra) 
One sage explained to a devotee the process of meditation: “О dear 
devotee, after receiving the mantra from a spiritual master, a devotee 
should, in accordance with all rules and regulations, meditate on the 
dark form of the Lord, which resembles dark linseed flowers, or on 
His fair-complexioned form, which is compared to molten gold." 


The complexion of Šrī Rāma and of Šrī Krsna is comparable to the 
color of linseed flowers, whereas only Šrī Gaurangas complexion is like 
molten gold. Hence this verse explains that one should also meditate 
upon Sri Gauranga, depending upon one's qualification. 


(71) 
sandbau krsno vibbub pascàd devakyam vasudevatah 
kalau purandarāt éacyam gaura-rūpo vibbub smrtab 
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(72) 
avatāram imam krtvā jīva-nistāra-betunā 
kalau māyā-purīr gatvā bhavisyāmi saci-sutah 


(Sri Urdhvamndaya-tantra) 


Lord Krsna, the all-pervading Supersoul, who assumes different 
forms in accord with His loving devotees’ desires, appeared as the son of 
Vasudeva and Devaki in the last period of Dvapara-yuga [He appeared 
from the heart of Vasudeva and entered the womb of Devaki]. Soon 
afterwards, in the first period of Kali-yuga, the same Lord appeared 
as Gauranga, the son of Saci-devi and the learned scholar Jagannatha 
Mišra [He appeared from the heart of Jagannatha Misra and entered 
the womb of Saci-devi]. The Lord Himself said, “As Gaura I will 
appear as the son of Saci-devi in Māyāpura, for the benefit of all jīvas.” 


(73) 
kvacit sāpi krsnam ара $rnu mad vacanam priya 
bbavatā ca sahaikātmyam icchami bhaviturn prabbo 
(74) 
mama bhavanvitam rūpar brdayablada-karanam 
parasparānga-madhya-stbarh krīdā-kautuka-mangalam 
(75) 
paraspara-sva-bhavadhyam rūpam ekam pradarsaya 
$rutvà tu preyasi-vakyam parama-priti-siicakam 
(76) 
svecchayāsīd yatbā pürvam utsahena jagad-gurub 
premālingana-yogena hy acintya-sakti-yogatah 
(77) 
radha-bhava-kanti-yuktam mürtim ekārh parkašayan 
svapne tu daríayamása rádbikayai svayam prabbub 
(Sri Kapila-tantra) 
Šrīmatī Radhika once expressed to Šrī Krsņacandra, "O My 
beloved! I want to feel a shared oneness with Your transcendental body. 
Therefore, O Lord, please exhibit Our combined form, which is the 


cause of such auspicious and delightful pastimes, and is endowed with 
sentiments belonging to Us both." 
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Having heard His beloved's request, and impelled by Her deep 
affection, Lord Krsna, the spiritual master of the entire universe, 
joyfully fulfilled Her desire. With the aid of His potency of 
inconceivableness (acintya-íahti, He acquired the complexion and 
mood of Šrīmatī Rādhikā. This single form [of Gauranga] is manifest 
by the complete union of the divine couple as they lovingly embrace 
each other. He then presented this form to Rādhikā in a dream. 

By this act of revealing the form in a dream, Šrī Krsna was implying, 
"If this form, with Your complexion and sentiments, is to Your liking, 
then I will reveal it to the devotees." 


(78) 
brabmanyab sarva-dbarma-jfiab santo dānto gata-klamah 
$rinivasab sadānandī visva-mürtir mahaprabhub 


(Sri Sammobana-tantra) 


Each of the names mentioned in this verse applies to Šrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu with His associates. 

* Brahmanyah - Simply by embracing a leprous brabmana, Lord 
Gauranga gave him a golden body. He cheerfully accepted a 
bribmanas curse, spoken in conjunction with the breaking 
of the sacred thread. He proved famous as one who always 
respects the brabmanas. 

* Santo — One possessed of a peacefull demeanor. 

* Dānto - One who is self-controlled, restrained. 

* Gata-klamah — One who removes all distress. 

e Srinivasa and Sadanandi - Srinivasa Pandita and Sadānanda 
are prominent, eternal associates of His; hence, He is called 
Šrīnivāsa and Sadānandī. 

* Visvamurti - He has this name because His elder brother is 
named Višvarūpa. 

* Mahaprabhu - Although this word is a combination of the two 
words maha and prabhu, it is а common noun. It is also a proper 
noun when it refers to Lord Gauranga. 

• Sarva-dharma-jiia - He is the knower ofall religious principles, 
this name certainly pertains to Him. 


(79) 
aham purno bbavisyámi yuga-sandbau visesatah 
máyápure navadvipe vāram ekar šaci-sutah 


(Sri Krsna-yamala) 
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The Lord said: “Т will manifest My complete form in full, as the 
son of mother Saci in the initial period of Kali-yuga in Šrī Māyāpura- 
Navadvīpa.” 

Use of the words parnah and vāramekam (fulV and ‘once’ respectively), 
is an indication that Šrī Gauranga would wholly manifest Himself in the 
initial part of the Kali-yuga directly following Lord Krsņas appearance 
in the final stage of the previous Dvāpara-yuga. 


(80) 


athavābarn dhara-dhamni bbütvà mad-bhakta-rūpa-dbrk 
mayayam са bhavisyāmi kalau sankirtandgame 


(Sri Brahma-yamala) 


At the commencement of the sarikirtana movement in Kali-yuga, 
I will descend to the earth, at Sri Mayapura, in disguise as My own 
dear devotee. 


(81) 
gaurangam gaura-diptangam pathet stotram krtanjalib 
nanda-gopa-sutam caiva namasyāmi gadčgrajam 
(Sri Caitanya Stava, in Caitanya Kalpa 


of Sri Brabma-yamala) 


One must pray with folded hands to Lord Gauranga, whose 
lustrous body resembles pure gold. I also offer my daily respect to Sri 
Krsna, the son of Sri Nanda Maharaja and the elder brother of Gada. 

(82) 
kalau pratbama-sandbyayàrn hari-nāma-pradāyakah 
bbavisyati navadvipe šaci-garbbe janàrdanab 


(83) 
jiva-nistaranárthàya nàma-vistáranaya ca 
yo bi krsnab sa caitanyo manasà bhati sarvadā 


(Sri Brabma-yámala) 


Lord Siva told Parvati: “In the first period of Kali-yuga, Lord 
Janardana — the distributor of the holy name — will appear in Navadvipa- 
dhama from the womb of Sri Saci-mata, to save and empower the 
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fallen souls by means of His own holy name. O Pārvatī! It consistently 
appears to me that Sri Krsna and Sri Krsņa Caitanya are non-different.” 


(84) 
bhavisyati ca caitanyab kalau saūkīrtanāgame 
bari-nāma-pradānena lokān nistérayamy арат 


(Sri Brahma-yamala) 


Sti Krsna-candra said: “At the beginning of the sarikirtana 
movement in Kali-yuga, I will appear in the form of Šrī Caitanya. In 
this incarnation, I will distribute the holy name to the ordinary jīvas 
and thus will save them” 


The present tense of the verb ‘to save’ (nistārayāmi) is used in this 
verse. According to the rules of Sanskrit grammar, use of the present 
tense can convey either that an action is happening or that it is about to 
happen. Therefore, this verse is referring to an incarnation of the Lord 
that takes place in the future, directly following Sri Krsna’s descent. 


(85) 
gangayah daksine bhāge navadvipe manorame 
kali-pāpa-vināšāya saci-garbbe sanātani 


(86) 
janisyati priye misra-purandara-grhe svayam 
pbalgune paurnamásyáfica nisayam gaura-vigrabab 
(Sri Visva-sāra-tantra) 
Lord Šiva spoke to Pārvatī: "O beloved! In beautiful Navadvīpa, 
which is situated on the right bank of the river Ganges, there live Srī 
Saci-devi and the best among brābmaņas, Jagannātha Misra. On the 
full moon night of the month of Phālgunī (February/March), Lord 
Krsņa will appear in their house, from the womb of Sācī-devī. As 
Gaura, the fair-complexioned Lord will demolish all the sins of Kali- 
yuga.” 
(87) 
jambu-dvipe kalau ghore māyā-pure dvijālaye 
janitvā parsadaib sérdham kīrtana prakatisyati 


(Sri Kapila-tantra) 
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Having taken birth in the house ofa perfect brabmana in Mayapura, 
situated in Jambu-dvīpa, the Lord will perform kīrtana with His 
eternal associates in the dark age of Kali. 


(88) 
tatah kale ca samprapte kalau корі mabà-nidbib 
bari-nāma-prakāšāya ganga-tire janisyati 
(Sri Kularnava-tantra) 
Sometime at the beginning of the age of Kali, the reservoir of all 


virtues will take birth somewhere on the bank of the river Ganges, to 
preach the glories of the holy name. 


(89) 
bhakti-yoga-prakasaya lokasyanugrabaya са 
sannyāsašramam čišritya krsna-caitanya-rüpa-dbrk 
(Sri Jaiminī Bharata) 
The Supreme Person said: "To shower mercy upon the jīvas and to 


preach bhakti-yoga to them, I will accept the renounced order and take 
the name Krsna Caitanya." 


(90) 
gauri Sri radhika devi barih krsnab prakirtitah 
ekatvāc ca tayob sāksāditi gaura-harim vidub 
(Sri Ananta-sambita) 


Srimati Radhika-devi is ‘Gauri’, and Krsna is famous by the name 
of ‘Hari’; hence, their combined form is called Gaurahari. 


(91) 

navadvīpe ca sab krsnah ādāya brdaye svayam 

gajendra-gamanam radham sada ramayate muda 
(92) 

navadvīpe tu tah sakbyo bhakti-riipa-dharčh priye 

ekāngam Sri gaura-harim sevante satatam muda 
(93) 

уар eva radhikd-krsnab sa eva gaura-vigrabab 

yac ca vrndávanam devi парайлрай ca tat Subham 
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(94) 
vrndāvane navadvipe bbeda-bbuddbi$ ca yo narah 
tam eva rādhikā-krsņe sri gaurāūge parātmani 


(95) 
mac chiila-pata-birbhinna-dehah sopi naradhamah 
pacyate narake ghore yāvad-ābūta-samplavam 
(Sri Ananta-sambita) 
In Navadvipa too, the same Lord Šrī Krsna experiences eternal 
bliss by holding Šrīmatī Rādhikā, whose gait resembles that of the 
king of elephants, tightly to His chest. O Šiva! Lalitā and other sakbīs, 
who serve Rādhā and Krsņa in Vrndāvana, take the form of devotees 
in Navadvīpa and joyfully worship Šrī Gaurasūndara, the combined 
form of Rādhā and Krsņa. O Devī! Rādhā and Krsņa conjointly have 
assumed the form of Gaura, so you should know that Vrndavana is 
non-different from that new Vrndāvana, Navadvīpa. The wretched 
person, who sees difference between Vrndāvana and Navadvīpa or 
between the divine couple and Lord Gaurānga, will be pierced by my 
trident and will suffer in hell until the annihilation of the universe. 


(96) 
iti matvā krpā-sindhur arnšena krpayā barih 
prasanno bbakta-rüpena kalāv avatarisyati 
(97) 
gauraūgo nàda-gambbirab sva-nāmāmrta-lālasap 
dayálub kīrtana-grāhī bbavisyati šacī-sutah 
(98) 
matvā tan-mayam ātmānarh patban dvy-aksaram uccakaih 
gata-trapo madonmatta-gajavad viharisyati 


(99) 
bbuvam prāpte tu govinde caitanyākhyā bhavisyati 
amena tatra yásyanti tatra tat-pürva-pàrsadàb 
prthak prthak патайеуар prayab purusa-mürtayab 
(Sri Krsna-yamala) 
Lord Hari, who is the ocean of mercy, will take into consideration 


both the pleas of the demigods and Srimati Radhika’s desire to become 
one with Him, and with great pleasure, incarnate in Kali-yuga with 
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His eternal associates, in the form of a devotee. At that time, His 
body will be golden and His voice very deep. At every moment, the 
merciful Lord Hari will be eager to drink the nectar of His own 
name. Consequently, He will manifest Himself as the son of Saci-devi, 
and will always perform kīrtana along with His devotees. Given that 
there is no difference between the holy name and its owner, He will 
feel oneness with His name and sing loudly the two syllables ba and 
ri, without being ashamed, calling out “Hari-bol! Hari-boll” Whilst 
wandering with His devotees, He will resemble a maddened elephant. 
When the Supreme Lord Šrī Govinda appears on the earth, He will be 
known famously as Šrī Caitanya-deva. The eternal associates of other 
incarnations will also descend to appear as associates of Šrī Caitanya- 
deva. Their names will differ from their previous ones. Almost all of 
these associates will take male forms. 


(100) 
krsna-caitanya-namna ye kirtayanti sakrn narah 
nānāparādha-muktās te punanti sakalam jagat 
karisyati kaleh sandhyayam bhagavan bbüta-bbavanab 
dvi-jātīnārh kule janma šāntānām purusottamab 
(Srī Visnu-yamala) 

Those who even once chant the name ‘Sri Krsna Caitanya' with 
love, will automatically become liberated from all types of offences and 
purify the universe as well. 

In the age of Kali, the Supreme Lord Sri Krsna, who acts for the 
auspiciousness of all living entities, will take birth in the dynasty of a 
peaceful brabmana. 

(тот) 
anyavatarah bahavah sarve sādhāranāh matah 
kalau krsnāvatāras tu gadhah sannyása-vesa-dbrk 
(Jaiminī Bharata) 
Many incarnations ofthe Lordare described openly in thescriptures, 


but the incarnation of Lord Krsna in Kali-yuga, who is adorned with 
the garments of a sannyāsī, is described in a concealed way. 


(102) 


krsna-caitanyeti пата mukhyāt mukhyatamam prabbob 
belaya sakrd uccārya sarva-niima-phalarn labbet 


(Sri Brahma-rahasya) 
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Sri Krsna Caitanya is the most important name of the Lord. If a 
person were to pronounce this name, even contemptuously, he would 
obtain the result of having chanted every other holy name of the Lord. 


That Šrī Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the root of 
all other incarnations, is the conclusion here, based upon the logic of 
comparison. The verse, ete cārnša-kalāķ pumsah krsnas tu bhagavān svayam, 
verifies this conclusion. 


rāma rāmeti rame rāme mano-rame 

sabasra-nāmabbis tulyam rāma-nāma varānane 
sabasra-nāmnāri puņyavanām trir āvrtyā tu yat phalam 
ekàvrtyà tu krsnasya namaikam tat prayacchati 


(Sri Brabmanda Purana) 


O beautiful one, chanting a thousand names of Lord Visņu, counts 
as one utterance of the name Rama, and chanting the name Rama 
thrice, gives the result of once uttering the name ‘Krsna’. 


According to these scriptural verses, the holy name of Krsna is supremely 
powerful, even comparatively in relation to other names of the Lord. Sri 
Krsna appeared as Šri Krsna Caitanya; therefore, the speciality of being 
supremely powerful must also be present in the name Sri Krsna Caitanya. 


(103) 
kaleh prathama-sandhyayam gaurango’sau mahi-tale 
bbāgīrathī-tate ramye bhavisyati sanátanab 
(Yoga-vasistha) 
In the first period of Kali-yuga, Lord Hari will appear in a golden 


form, on the beautiful bank of the Bhagirathi Ganges on the earth 
planet. He will be called Gauranga. 


Alternatively, the verse could be interpreted as a prediction of Sri 
Sanatana Gosvāmīs descent because according to Sanskrit grammar, 
when the word sanátanab is broken down into sanātana plus the ending 
ah, it means, "He, whose form is eternal — sanātana yasyásti vigrabab. 


(104) 
ару aganya-mabà-punyam ananya-saranam bareh 
anupásita-caitanyam adhanyam manyate matih 


(Sri Caitanya-candrāmrta) 
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Someone might be unlimitedly pious and fully surrendered to Šrī 
Hari, but if he does not worship Srī Caitanyacandra, or practice that 
philosophy of bhakti — characterized by prema — which He delineated, 


I consider him unfortunate. 


Herein, the pinnacle of Prabodhānanda Sarasvatīs firm faith 
exemplified. 


(105) 
suvarna-varno bemángo varangas candanangadi 
sannyāsa-krc-cbramap Santo nistha Santih parayanam 
(Sri Mahabharata, Anušāsana-parva, Dāna-dharma-parva, 
Sri Visnu-sabasra-nāma stotra 148) 


The Supreme Lord will appear with a golden complexion. His body 
will be smeared with sandalwood pulp. He will accept the sannyāsa 
order, and be equipoised and peaceful. He will be absorbed completely 
in devotion. 


(106) 
svarna-di-tira-bbiyau ca navadvipe janālaye 
tatra dvija-svarūpeņa janisyami dvijālaye 


(Sri Devi Purana) 


The Supreme Lord said: "I will manifest Myself as a brahmana in 
a brabmana’s house, on the bank of the celestial river Ganges, in the 
populous town of Navadvipa." 


(107) 
srnu yar vangi subbage yat sampantam gopitarn vacab 
eka eva bi gaurangab kalau pürna-pbala-pradab 
yau vai krsnah sa gaurangas tamo-bhedo na vidyate 
Siksartham sādbakānāt ca svayam sādhaka-rūpa-dhrk 
Siksa-gurub saci-putrab pūrna-brabma na samíayab 
(Sri Kana-sambita) 
Lord Siva said to Pārvatī: “О lady with beautiful limbs! O 
auspicious one! Listen to my answer in response to your confidential 


inquiry! Only the worship of Šrī Gauranga Mahāprabhu will yield full 


results in the age of Kali. Krsna is Gauranga. There is no difference 
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between Them. The Supreme Lord will assume the form of a sādbaka 
to instruct devotees in the method of worship (bhajana), as a šiksā-guru. 
Of this there is no doubt.” 


(108) 
vaivasvatāntare brahman gaūgā-tīre supunya-de 
bari-nčima tadā datvā cāndalān baddikams tatha 
brabmanan ksatriyān vaisyan šatašo'tha sahasrašah 
uddharisyimy aham tatra tapta-svarna-kalevarah 
(Sri Urddbvamnaya-sambita) 
Lord Krsna, the source of all incarnations (Svayam Bhagavan) said: 
"O Brahmana! In the vaivasvata manvantara, | will appear on the holy 
bank of the Ganges in a beautiful form with a complexion resembling 
molten gold. Distributing the holy name, I will save innumerable 
brihmanas, ksatriyas, vaišyas, candálas and persons of other low castes. 
In the village of Kaficana (Katwa), I will accept sannyāsa.” 


(109) 
уар ādi-devo khila loka-nātbo 
yasmād idam sarvam abbüt parātmā 
layam punar ydsyati yatra cānte tam 
krsna-caitanyam avebi kante 
(Sri Ananta-sambitā, Amsa 2, Chapter 2) 
Lord Šiva said: *O Durgā! Šrī Krsņa Caitanya is the Supersoul, the 
Original Supreme Person and the master of all universes, who creates 
and destroys everything” 
(110) 
svarna-gaurah sudīrgbāngas tri-srota-tira-sambhavah 
dayálub kīrtana-grābī bbavisyimi kalau yuge 
(Sri Saura Purána) 
The Lord said: "In Kali-yuga, I will appear on the bank of the 


Ganges in the form of Šrī Gauranga, with beautiful long arms, and I 
will mercifully make everyone chant the holy names of Sri Hari." 


(111) 


ksaraksarabhyam paramab ya eva purusottamab 
caitanyakhya param tattvam sarva-kāraņa-kāraņam 


(Sri Caitanya-upanisad of the Sri Atbarva-veda) 
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He, who is beyond both matter (ksara) and the individualized spirit 
soul (aksara) is called Purusottama, the most Ancient Person. Šrī 
Caitanya-deva is that same Absolute Truth, the transcendental cause 
of all causes. 


(112) 
kalan nastam bhakti-yogam nijam уар praduskartum krsna-caitanya-nāmā 
āvirbbūtasya pādāravinde gidham gadbam liyatam citta-bhrngab 
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta 2.6.255, 
Sri Caitanya-candrodaya 6.45) 
Perceiving that the practice of bhakti towards Himself had almost 
been lost due to the influence of time, the Supreme Person, Sri Krsna 


Caitanya, manifested Himself to preach it again within the material 
world. I pray for the bumble-bee of my mind to cling to His lotus feet. 


(113) 
radha-krsna-pranaya-vikrtir blàdini-saktir asmād 
ekātmanāv api bhuvi pura deha-bhedam gatau tau 
caitanyakhyam parkatam adbuná tad dvayam caikyam aptam 
radha-bhava-dyuti-suvalitam naumi krsna-svariipam 
(Sri Caitanya-caritāmrta, Adi-lilà 1.5) 
Šrīmatī Radhika is Krsna’s blādinī-saktī (pleasure-giving potency) 
and the embodiment of the transformation of His pranaya (intimate 
love). Since They are actually ekātmā-svarūpa (of one soul), She is 
intrinsically non-different from Krsna and shares one identity with 
Him. However, to enjoy the transcendental pleasure of Their loving 
pastimes, Rādhā and Krsna have, in these two, apparently separate 
forms, manifested Themselves eternally. Now these two transcendental 
identities of sevya and sevaka (the served and the servant), or of visaya- 
tattva and čisraya-tattva, have manifested in one svarūpa as Šrī Krsna 
Caitanya. I bow down repeatedly to Sacinandana, who is the svarūpa 
of Krsna and is adorned with the emotions (bhāva) and complexion of 
Šrīmatī Rādhikā. 
(114) 
aparam kasyāpi pranaya-jana-vrndasya kutuki 
rasa-stomam brtvà madhuram upabhoktum kam api yah 
rucim svàm āvavre dyutim iba tadiyam parkatayan 
sa devas caitanyākrtir atitarārh nah krpayatu 

(Sri Stava-mala) 
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Lord Krsna, who performs blissful pastimes, revels in His dear 
associates’ oceanic love. He concealed His own complexion and adopted 
the complexion of Šrī Radha, appearing in the form of Šrī Caitanya, to 
relish the infinite sweetness of the conjugal mellow (madbura-ràsa). I 
offer my obeisances to Šrī Gaurasundara, who is Krsna covered by the 
mood and complexion of Šrīmatī Rādhikā. 


(115) 
sva-dayita-nija-bbavar yo vibbávya svabbāvāt 
sumadburam avatirno bhakti-rūpeņa lobbāt 
jayati kanaka-dbāmā krsņa-caitanya-nāmā 
harir іра yati-vesah Sri šacī-sūnur esab 


(Sri Brhad-bhagavatamrta 1.1.3) 


Comparing His love for the devotees with theirs for Him, Svayam 
Bhagavān Šrī Krsna concluded that His devotees’ love is full of a 
special sweetness. Desiring to experience the prema of His devotees, 
He appeared in the all-auspicious, golden form of a sannyāsī devotee, 
famous by the name of Sri Krsna Caitanya Mahaprabhu. May that son 
of Saci-devi, Gaurahari, ever be victorious! 


(116) 
antah krsnam bahir аитат darsitangadi-vaibhavam 
kalau sankirtanádbaib smab krsna-caitanyam asritab 


(Sri Bhāgavat-sandarbba) 


In the age of Kali, we take shelter of Šrī Krsņa Caitanya by the 
process of congregational chanting of the holy name. He is black inside 
(being Šrī Krsna Himself), though golden outside, and He manifests 
His splendour and His eternal associates. 


(117) 
antah krsno babir gaurab sāngopāngāstra-pārsadah 
saci-garbhe samāpnuyāru māyā-mānusa-karma-krt 


(Srī Skanda Purāna) 


May I attain the Lord who is black inside and golden outside; who 
appears with His associates (angas), servitors (uparigas), weapons (astra) 
and confidential companions (pārsadas); and who takes birth from the 
womb of Saci-devi, behaving like an ordinary human being. 
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(118) 
rādhānga-šasvad-upagūhanatas tad āpta 
dharma-dvayena tanu-citta-dbrtena deva 
gauro dayā-nidbir abhiid ayi nanda-sūno 
tan me manoratha-latam sapbalī-kuru йат 
(Sri Sankalpa-kalpa-drumab 95) 
O Nanda-nandana! Being perpetually controlled by the sweetness 
of Srimati Radhika’s embrace, You have adopted both Her mood and 
complexion and become Sri Gaurahari, the ocean of compassion. 
By taking on Her complexion, You become Gaura (golden), and by 


receiving Her mood, You become merciful. Therefore, please permit 
the creeper of my cherished desire to reach fruition. 


(119) 
pita-mata-guru-gana age avatari 
radhikara bhāva-kānti angikara kari 
navadvīpe sacī-garbha-šuddha-dugdba-sindhu 
tābāte parkata baila krsna pūrņa indu 


(Šrī Caitanya-caritāmrta, Ādi-līlā 4.271—272) 


Elders such as His mother and father had already appeared, prior 
to Him; hence, Sri Krsna, taking the mood and complexion of Srimati 
Radhika, appeared in Navadvipa from the womb of Mother Saci, as the 
full moon appears from the ocean of milk. 


(120) 
rādhikāra bhava-kanti-angikara bine 
sei tina sukba kabbu nahe āsvādane 
rādhā-bhāva angikari dhari tāra varna 
tina sukba āsvādite baba avatirna 
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Adi-lilà 4.267—268) 
Unless I accept the mood and complexion of Šrīmatī Rādhikā, I 
cannot contentedly fulfill My three desires. Therefore, I shall descend 
to fulfill these three desires, assuming Her sentiments and bodily 
luster. 
(121) 


yuga-dbarma pravarttāmu nàma-sankirtana 
cari bbava-bbakti diya nācāmu bhuvana 


54 


Tbe Scriptural Evidence 


yuga-dharma-pravartana haya arnša baite 
āmā bine anye nāre vraja-prema dite 


tāhāte арапа bhakti-gana kari sange 
prthivite avatari karimu nana range 


eta bhavi kali-kāle prathama sandhyāya 
avatirna Байа krsna арат nadiyaya 


(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Ādi-līlā 3.19, 26, 28, 29) 


I will spread the religion of the age, which is the congregational 
chanting of the holy names. Distributing the four devotional 
sentiments of dāsya, sakhya, vātsalja and madburya-rasa, I will cause 
the universe to dance in ecstacy. 

The spreading of the yuga-dbarma could also be undertaken by one 
of My plenary expansions, but only I can bestow prema in the mood of 
the residents of Vraja. 

Thus, I shall appear on the earth planet with My eternal associates 
and perform varieties of astonishing pastimes. 

Thinking in this way, Vrajendra-nandana Šyāmasundara Šrī Krsņa 
descended in the first portion of the age of Kali in the district of 
Nadia. 


(122) 
dairghya-vistāre yei āpanāra bata 
cari basta haya "mahd-purusa' vikbyāta 


‘nyagrodha-parimandala’ haya tanra nama 
nyagrodha-parimandala-tanu caitanya guna-dhima 


(Sri Caitanya-caritàmrta, Ādi-līlā 3.42—43) 


One whose height measures four times the length of his own 
forearm is celebrated as a great personality or mabā-purusa [it would 
be three and a half times in the case of an ordinary person]. 

Such a person would be called nyagrodha-parimandala. Sri Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu presents symptoms like this one. 


(123) 
ei krsna-mahdapremera sāttvika vikāra 
sūddīpta sáttvika' ei пата ye 'pralaya” 
nitya-siddha bhakte se 'suddipta bbāva” baya 
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adbiriidba bhava’ yānra, tānra e vikāra 
manusyera debe dekbi,--bada camatkāra 
(Sri Caitanya-caritāmrta, Madbya-lila 6.11—13) 


When at the sight of Lord Jagannātha in the temple, Šrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu fell unconscious, He exhibited transcendental ecstacy in 
various ways. Noticing these, Sarvabhauma Bhattācārya thought to 
himself, "Here is a transformation of transcendental ecstacy brought 
on by an experience of the highest summit of prema for Krsna.» 

As he witnessed all eight ecstatic transformations being presented 
at one time in a fully blazing condition, he could appreciate that 
such symptoms rarely occur even in the bodies of eternally liberated 
devotees. “At most an experience of the stage of pranaya might be 
reached by eternally liberated souls; yet this man exhibits the ecstatic 
symptoms of an experience at the stage of adhirūdha-maha-bbāva, 
which is awakened only in the vraja-gopis. Who is this person?" 


(124) 
‘nanda-suta’ bali’ yanre bbágavate gai 
sei krsna avatirna caitanya-gosani 
(Sri Caitanya-caritāmrta, Adi-lila 2.9) 
In the Srimad-Bhagavatam, the son of Nanda Maharaja is described 


as Bhagavan, and that same Sri Krsna has descended to the earth as 
Lord Caitanya. 


(125) 
caitanya-gosanira ei tattva-nirupana 
svayam-bbagavàn krsna vrajendra-nandana 
(Sri Caitanya-caritàmrta, Adi-lilà 2.125) 
The resultant, philisophical conclusion is that Lord Caitanya is the 
Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsņa — the son of the King of Vraja. 
(126) 


sri-caitanya—sei krsna, nityānanda—rāma 
nityananda pūrņa kare caitanyera kāma 


(Šrī Caitanya-caritāmrta, Ādi-līlā 2.125) 


Šrī Caitanya is Šrī Krsņa, and Lord Nityānanda is Lord Balarāma. 
That Lord Nityānanda fulfills all of Lord Caitanya's desires. 
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(127) 
sei krsna avatirna—caitanya-isvara 
ataeva āra saba, tànbàra kinkara 


(Sri Caitanya-caritāmrta, Ādi-līlā 6.85) 


That Lord Krsņa has descended as Lord Caitanya, the Supreme 
Person. Therefore, everyone is subservient to Him. 


(128) 


pabile dekhilun tomara sannyāsi-svarūpa 
ebe toma dekbi muni (yama-gopa-rüpa 


tomara sammukbe dekhi kāūcana-paūcālikā 
tāūra gaura-kāntye tomara sarva anga dhaka 


tāhāte prakata dekhon sa-vamsi vadana 
nānā bbāve cafícala tabe kamala-nayana 


tabe basi” tanre prabhu dekhāila svarūpa 
"rasa-ràja' 'mabübbava —dui eka ғара 


(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madbya-lilà 8.268—270, 282) 


Rāmānanda Raya said to Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu, "At first 
I saw You as a sannyāsī and then in the form of a cowherd boy, as 
Šyāmasundara. Yet Your appearance to me now is like that of a golden 
doll, Your entire body enveloped by a golden luster. I see that You are 
holdinga flute to Your mouth, and that Your lotus eyes are very restlessly 
moving about due to various emotions." Then smilingly, Šrī Caitanya 
Mahāprabhu revealed His real form to Rāmānanda Rāya, the combined 
form of rasa-rāja Šrī Krsna and mabábbàva-svarüpini Šrī Rādhā. 


(129) 
jaya nava-dvipa-nava-pradipa prabhava pásanda-gajaika-sirnba 
sva-nāmā-sankbyā-japa-sūtra-dbāri caitanya-candra bhagavan murāri 
(Sri Caitanya-bbāgavata, Madhya-lila 5.1) 


АП glories to Bhagavan Šrī Krsnacandra, who is also known as Šrī 
Caitanyacandra! He is the ghee-lamp illuminating the nine islands of 
Navadvipa, and like a lion He destroys the elephant-like offenders. Kept 
in His hand, He would carry with Him a knotted rope, to repeat His 
chanting of "bare krsna" (His own transcendental names) a determined 
number of times. 
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(130) 
navadvipa vrndávana dui eka haya 
gaura #уйта rūpe prabhu sada vilasaya 


(Sri Dvaita-vilāsa, by Šrī Narahari dāsa) 
There is no difference between Navadvīpa and Vrndāvana. Šrī Krsna 


in a golden form performs pastimes in Navadvīpa, and Gaurasundara 
in the form of Krsna performs pastimes in Vrndavana. 


(131) A sonc By MIRA BAi 


ab to barināma lou lagi 
sab jaga ko yeh makhana-cora, nama dbarayo vairāgī 


Now Krsna has given Himself to bari-nāma, and that great, expert 
butter-thief calls Himself a vairdgi, or renunciant. But we know who 
you are! 

kita chodi veh mohana murali, kita chodi saba gopi 
münda muda: dori kati bandhi, mathe mohana topi 
Where is Your enchanting flute and where are Your gopis? Now He 


walks with a kaupina on his hips and a charming sannyāsī turban upon 
His shaven head. 


mata jasomati makhana karana, bandhe jake panv 
$yama kišora bbayo nava goura, ceitanya jako nanv 
The same Syama Kišora, who stole butter and whom Yašomati 


bound to the grinding mortar, has come in a new, golden form, bearing 
the name Caitanya. 


pītāmbara ko bhava dikhāvei, kati корта kasei 
goura krsna ki dāsī mīrā rasanā krsna basei 


His golden garments reveal His innermost moods, while a kaupīna 
embellishes his waist. Mira is the maidservant of Gaura-Krsna, and 
His name dances on her tongue. 


(132) 


bhava ràdbikà mādhurī, āsvādana sukha kaj 
jayati krsna-caitanya jaya, kali prakate brajarāj 


All glories to Krsna-Caitanya, who blissfully relishes the sweetness 
of Srimati Rādhikās loving sentiments. All glories to Vrajaraja Krsna, 
who appears in the age of Kali as Krsna-Caitanya. 
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(133) VERSES FROM BHAKTA-MĀLA BY NĀBHĀJĪ 
sri nityananda krsna-caitanya ki bhakti да disi vistarī 
goud des pakhanda meti kiyo bhajana parayan 
karunā-sindha krtajūa bhaye agatina gati dayan 


The immaculate bhakti of Sri Nityananda and Krsna Caitanya 
spread in all the ten directions of the world. They set Gauda-deša, 
which had been wallowing in sin, on the path of bbajana. They are an 
endless ocean of compassion. Without any expectation of gratitude, 
They saved the hopeless. 


dašadhā ras ākranta mahat jana carana upase 
nama letanihi рар durita tibi narake nase 


These two great personalities are constantly overwhelmed by the 
ten rasas. One who worships Their lotus feet or utters Their names is 
liberated from all sin and never goes to hell. 


avatāra vidita pūraba mahi ubbei mahat dehi dhari 
sri nityananda krsna-caitanya ki bhakti dašo diši vistari 


The incarnation of these two great personalities on the Earth was 
predicted in ancient times. The immaculate bhakti of Sri Nityananda 
and Krsna Caitanya spread in all the ten directions of the world. 


(134) 
ha gaurānga dayā-nidbe guna-nidhe bà prema-sampan-nidbe 
ha saundarya-nidbe ksamā-jala-nidbe vātsalya-varān-nidbe 
be gambhirya-nidhe sudhairya-jaladbe be bhakta-vaficha-nidhe 
dīnoddhāra-pārāvāra bhagavan dine mayi priyatàm 


(Sri Vanamālī Sastri, the translator of the verses in this book from 
Sanskrit into Hindi, offers his prayer at the lotus feet of the Supreme 
Lord, Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu, with the hope of receiving His 
merciful glance.) 

O Gauranga! You are the ocean of compassion and of all virtues. 
You are the ocean of the most precious treasure, prema. O ocean of 
beauty! O ocean of forgiveness! O endless ocean of affection for the 
jivas! You are also the ocean of sobriety and patience. You are the ocean 
of love, wherein Your devotees’ desires are entirely fulfilled. O savior of 
the deprived! O Supreme Lord! Wretched as I am, be pleased with me. 
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Epilogue 


A verse by a contemporary and close associate of Šrīmān Mahāprabhu, 
Šrī Narahari Sarakāra Thākura, concludes this book: 


(135) 
krsno devab kali-yuga-bhavam lokam ālokya sarvarn 
pāpāsaktarin samajāni krpásindbu-caitanya-mürtib 
tasmin yesam na bhavati sada krsna-bhuddhir патапат 


dhik tàn dhik tàn dbig iti dbig iti vyabaret kira mrdangab 


Vrajendra-nandana Šrī Krsna saw that the conditioned souls were 
wallowing in sin. To save them, He took on the complexion and mood 
of Srimati Radhika and manifested Himself as the ocean of compassion, 
Šrī Caitanya Mahāprabhu. The loud playing of the mrdariga appears to 
be putting to shame those wretches who fail to accept Him as Šrī 
Krsna, “Dhik tàn, dhik tan! Fie on them, fie on them!” 
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